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Completed  Addition  to  the  Helen  R.  Donaghue  School 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 
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& 

COMMITTEES 

of  the 

TOWN  of  MERRIMAC 
MASSACHUSETTS 

for  the 

Y ear  Ending  December  31,1 994 


In 


to  those 

Who  Have  Held 
Public  Office 
in  the 

Town  of  Merrimac 


Carl  Olson 

Merrimac  School  Committee  Member 

Clifford  Hart 

Merrimac  Fire  Department 
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DIRECTORY  OF  ELECTED  OFFICIALS 


Moderator 

One  Year 
Robert  Bender 


Board  of  Selectmen 

Three  Years 

Walter  W.  Steeves,  Chairman 

Term  Expires  1995 

Jeffrey  W.  Hoyt 

Term  Expires  1996 

Sandra  H.  Venner 

Term  Expires  1997 

Town  Treasurer 

Three  Years 
Harriet  L.  Stanley 


Board  of  Assessors 

Three  Years 

Edward  R.  Davis,  Chairman 

Term  Expires  1997 

George  W.  Mutti 

Term  Expires  1996 

Martha  A.  Schena 

Term  Expires  1995 

Planning  Board 

Five  Years 


Arthur  Evans,  Chairman 

Term  Expires  1995 

Joseph  Carter 

Term  Expires  1998 

Arthur  O’Keefe 

Term  Expires  1999 

Richard  Gosselin 

Term  Expires  1996 

Evelyn  Greely,  Secretary 


Constables 

Arthur  D.  Evans  Brian  W.  Peavey  James  M.  Seymour 

Tree  Warden 
John  A.  Williams,  III 

Town  Clerk 

Three  Years 
Patricia  True 


7 


Board  of  Health 


Mark  Zagranis,  Chairman 

Term  Expires  1996 

Gail  Riley 

Term  Expires  1995 

Paula  Hamel 

Term  Expires  1995 

School  Committee 

Three  Years 

Anthony  Repucci 

Term  Expires  1995 

Jean  MacDougall-Tatten 

Term  Expires  1996 

Rhonda  Page 

Term  Expires  1997 

Christopher  Sullivan 

Term  Expires  1997 

Trustees  of  Public  Library 

Three  Years 

Jeffrey  W.  Hoyt,  Chairman 

Term  Expires  1995 

Linda  Claeys 

Term  Expires  1995 

Susan  M.  Cobum 

Term  Expires  1997 

Yvonne  D.  Cosgrove 

Term  Expires  1996 

Joy  Kimball 

Term  Expires  1996 

Rick  Pinciaro 

Term  Expires  1997 

Playground  Commission 

Three  Years 

Michael  Stevens,  Chairman 

Term  Expires  1997 

Wayne  Bickford 

Term  Expires  1996 

David  W.  Riley 

Term  Expires  1995 

James  Hume 

Term  Expires  1997 

Thomas  Graziano 

Term  Expires  1997 

Municipal  Light  Commissioners 

Three  Years 

Gordon  Rines 

Term  Expires  1996 

Norman  Sande 

Term  Expires  1995 

David  Vance 

Term  Expires  1997 

Municipal  Water  Commissioners 

Three  Years 

Gordon  Rines 

Term  Expires  1996 

Norman  Sande 

Term  Expires  1995 

David  Vance 

Term  Expires  1997 
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Cemetery  Trustees 

Three  Years 


James  Hume 

Term  Expires  1997 

Larry  Fisher 

Term  Expires  1996 

Richard  Fournier 

Term  Expires  1995 

Sewer  Commissioners 

Three  Years 

John  Cryan,  Chairman 

Term  Expires  1996 

Arthur  Evans 

Term  Expires  1995 

Richard  Powers 

Term  Expires  1997 

Merrimac  Housing  Authority 

Five  Years 

Geraldine  Shepherd,  Chairman 

Term  Expires  1999 

Barbara  J.Arbour 

Term  Expires  1995 

Richard  Emery 

Term  Expires  1997 

Dorothy  Olson 

Term  Expires  1996 

Steven  True 

Term  Expires  1998 
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DIRECTORY  OF  APPOINTED  OFFICIALS 


Finance  Committee 

Geoffrey  Milstein,  Chairman  Bernard  Bailey  (Resigned) 

Mary  O’Sullivan  Brian  Durkin 

John  Page  Janet  Bruno 


Board  of  Appeals 


Philip  Parry,  Chairman 
Ellen  Evans 
Nancy  MacGregor 


Patrick  Melican 
Gordon  Broz 
Susan  Clark,  Secretary 


Conservation  Commission 

Louis  Nucci,  Chairman  Allan  Pollock 

Bruce  Evans  Robert  Prokop 

Paul  Geoghegan  Robert  Topitzer  Arthur  Yarranton 

Building  Inspector 

Robert  S.Sinibaldi 

Rent  Control  Board 

George  Bedard  Sandra  Venner  David  Gudjonsson 

Dog  Officer 

Bonnie  Buckley 

Fire  Department 

Wallace  Spencer,  Chief 

Brian  Peavey,  Deputy  Chief  Ralph  Spencer,  Deputy  Chief 


Gas  Inspector 

Richard  Pearson 

Plumbing  Inspector 

Gaetano  Caruso 

Wiring  Inspector 

Roy  Keiser 
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Highway  Department 

Gordon  Rines,  Supt. 

Board  of  Registrars 

Evely  Greeley  Mary  Parry 

Madeline  Lay  Dorothy  Whiting  Patricia  True 


Town  Counsel 
Ashod  N.  Amirian 

Selectmen’s  Secretary 
Barbara  J.  Arbour 


Town  Accountant 

David  Hitchcock 

Animal  Control  Officer 

Bonnie  Buckley 


Nanette  Becker 

Arts  Council 

Nancy  Hocking-McDonough 

Colleen  Fiorello 

Kathy  Meuse 

Nicholas  Fiorello 

Dorothy  Patten 

Judy  Flynn 

Hanna  Trautmann 

Laura  Linard 

Ann  Tucker 

Veterans  Agent 

* 

Sworn  Weighers 

Zillah  Buzzell 

Harold  Waterhouse 

Evelyn  Calnan 

Historical  Commission 

Jeffrey  W.  Hoyt 

Walter  Calnan 

Charlotte  McCarron 

Betty  Emery 

John  Pease 

Kenneth  Fowle 

Sandy  Pease 

Recycling  Committee 
Patricia  Dillon,  Chairperson 

Debbie  Knight 

Mary  Lyons 

Bruce  Evans 

Laura  Weaver 

Tony  Roberts 

Walter  Perkins 

Mary  Cheney 

Council  on  Aging 

Inez  Lund 

Collen  Fiorello 

Roy  Minihan 

Herb  Gynan 

James  Murphy 

Irene  Kimbrell 

Elizabeth  Pittman 

Dorothy  Lumsden 

Terri  Walden 
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POLICE  DEPARTMENT 


Chief  of  Police 

James  A.  Flynn 

Patrolmen 

Arthur  D.  Evans  Stephen  M.  Ringette  David  J.Vance 


Dispatchers 

Linda  A.  Seymour,  Clerk/Dispatcher 

Roseane  Ryerson  Thomas  A.  Sayers 


Reserve  Officers 

Edward  A.  Cardone,  Jr. 

William  E.  Graham,  II 
William  C.  Matatall 
John  K.  Meuse 
Mark  E.  Sayers 
Eric  M.  Shears 
Brian  M.  Thiboult 


Kenneth  W.  Dow 
Royster  H.  Johnson 
Michael  R.  McGrath 
Robert  A.  Michaud,  Jr. 
David  C.  Rich 
James  A.  Seymore 
Edward  M.  Syvinski 


Clayton  K.  Turner,  Sr.,  Life  Honorary  Police  Officer 
Alan  Hassig,  Honorary  Police  Officer 
Richard  G.  Noone,  Honorary  Police  Officer 

Part-Time  Dispatchers 

Richard  Herbert 
Roseane  M.  Ryerson 
Edward  M.  Shears 
Carol  Buzzell  Brian  W.  Peavey,  Jr. 


Bonnie  J. Bishop 
Richard  Beaupre 
Barbara  Farguhar 
Joyce  E.  Nevins 


Carol  A.  Buzzell 
Bonnie  J. Bishop 

Kimberly  Mears 


Matrons 

Linda  A.  Seymour 

Crossing  Guards 
Madeline  A.  Lay 


Joyce  E.  Nevins 
Roseane  M.  Ryerson 

Susan  Metz 
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Warrant  for 

SPECIAL  TOWN  MEETING 
To  Be  Held  on  May  1,  1995 
at  the  Fredrick  N.  Sweetsir  School 


ESSEX,  ss 

To  one  of  the  Constables  of  the  Town  of  Merrimac: 

GREETINGS: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  you  are  hereby  required  to  notify  and  warn 
the  voters  of  the  Town  of  Merrimac  to  meet  in  the  Frederick  N.  Sweetsir  School  in  Merrimac  on 
May  1,  1995  at  7:30  p.m.  in  the  evening  to  act  on  the  following  articles,  namely: 

ARTICLE  1  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  approve  the  additional  amount  of  borrowing 
authorized  by  the  Pentucket  Regional  School  District  School  Committee  in  the  sum  of  ONE 
MILLION  TWO  HUNDRED  THIRTY-FIVE  THOUSAND  DOLLARS  ($1,235,000.00)  for  the 
school  addition  and  renovation  project  consisting  of  the  construction,  reconstruction,  adding  to, 
equipping,  remodeling  or  making  extraordinary  repairs  to  the  regional  high  school  and  the  regional 
junior  high  school,  that  this  appropriation  be  raised  by  incurring  debt  by  the  issuance  of  bonds  or 
notes  provided  that  the  rules  for  incurring  debt  under  the  regional  agreement  are  adhered  to  ;  or 
take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  2.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  a  sum  of  money  in  the  amount  of  thirty  four 
thousand  dollars  ($34,000.00)  from  Free  Cash  to  Group  Health  Insurance;  or  take  any  other  action 
relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  3.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  a  sum  of  money  in  the  amount  of  five 
thousand  six  hundred  dollars  ($5,600.00)  from  Free  Cash  to  F.I.C.A.  Town's  Share;  or  take  any 
other  action  relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  4.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  a  sum  of  money  in  the  amount  of  five 
hundred  dollars  ($500.00)  from  Patrolmen's  Wages  Account  to  Overtime  Account;  or  take  any 
other  action  relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  5.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  a  sum  of  money  in 
the  amount  of  fourteen  thousand  four  hundred  and  seventy  dollars  ($14,470.00)  from  available 
funds  to  pay  retroactive  increases  in  the  following  areas:  Selectmen's  Clerk,  Accountant,  Treasurer, 
Town  Counsel.  Bd.  of  Registrars,  Election  Officers.  Police  Chief.  Patrolmen's  Wages,  Patrolmen 
Night  Premium,  Paid  Holidays,  Overtime.  Specials,  Fire  Dept,  Wages,  Gas  Inspector,  Wiring 
Inspector.  Building  Inspector,  Plumbing  Inspector,  Tree  Warden.  Animal  Control  Officer,  Parking 
Clerk,  Food  Service  Inspector,  Town  Nurse,  Animal  Inspector,  Sewer  Salaries,  Sewer  Overtime, 
Sewer  Clerk,  Highway  Supt.,  Highway  Wages,  Highway  Overtime,  COA  Director,  COA  Clerk. 
Water  Dept.  Manager,  Water  Dept.  Clerk,  Water  Dept.  Overtime,  Cemetery  Wages,  Cemetery 
Clerk;  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  6.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  available  funds  a  sum  of  money  in  the 
amount  of  ten  thousand  dollars  ($10,000.00)  for  necessary  repairs  to  the  exterior  of  the  Merrimac 
Town  Hall;  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  7.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  receipts  for  Front  End  Process  Residue 
(FEPR)  to  be  reserved  for  appropriation  for  the  cost  relative  to  closure  of  the  sanitary  landfill;  or 
take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  8.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  the  Special  Account  for  FEPR  a  sum  of 
money  to  pay  for  costs  relative  to  closure  of  the  sanitary  landfill;  or  take  any  other  action  relative 
thereto. 

ARTICLE  9.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  Free  Cash  a  sum  of  money  to  the 
Stabilization  Fund;  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  12th  day  of  April,  1995. 

Walter  W.  Steeves,  Chairman 
Jeffrey  W.  Hoyt 
Sandra  H.  Venner 

A  true  copy  attest: 

CONSTABLE: 

By  virtue  of  the  above  warrant  to  me  directed,  I  hereby  notify  and  warn  the  legal  voters  of  the 
Town  of  Merrimac,  to  meet  at  the  time  and  said  place  for  purpose  therein  expressed. 

Posted  this  14th  day  of  April,  1995  in  the  following  three  places: 

Town  Hall  Cozy  Cleaners  Towne  Market 
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Warrant  for 

ANNUAL  TOWN  MEETING 
To  Be  Held  on  May  1, 1995 
at  the  Frederick  N.  Sweetsir  School 

ESSEX,  ss 
Greetings: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  you  are  hereby 
required  to  notify  and  warn  the  legal  voters  of  the  Town  of  Merrimac  to 
meet  in  the  Dr.  Frederick  N.  Sweetsir  School  in  Merrimac  on  May  1,  1995 
at  8:00  PM  to  act  on  the  following  articles,  namely: 

ARTICLE  1 .  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  fix  the  salary  and  compensation 
of  all  elective  officers  of  the  Town  as  provided  by  Massachusetts  General 
Laws,  Chapter  41,  Section  108  as  amended:  Moderator,  Town  Clerk,  Three 
Selectman,  Three  Assessors,  Treasurer,  Tree  Warden,  Three 
Commissioners  of  Municipal  Light,  Three  Water  Commissioners,  Three 
Sewer  Commissioners,  and  raise,  appropriate  or  transfer  sums  of  money 
therefore  and  to  determine  sums  of  money  to  be  raised,  or  transferred  to 
defray  the  necessary  and  usual  charges  and  expenses  of  the  Town  for  the 
Fiscal  Year  commencing  July  1, 1995  and  make  appropriations  for  the  same, 
said  sums  of  money  so  raised,  appropriated  or  transferred  to  be  expended 
for  specific  purposes  to  be  voted;  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  2.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  a  sum  of  money 
from  the  Electric  Light  Operating  Balance,  said  money  to  be  used  by  the 
Assessors  with  the  estimated  receipts  to  fix  the  tax  rate  for  the  fiscal  year 
commencing  July  1,  1995;  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  3.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  a  sum  of  money 
from  the  sale  of  Cemetery  lots,  such  sum  or  part  thereof,  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  cemetery  trustees  for  the  “Care,  Improvement, 
and  Embellishment,  of  said  cemeteries,  according  to  Massachusetts  General 
Laws,  Chapter  1 14,  Section  14  and  Section  25;  or  take  any  other  action 
relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  4.  To  see  of  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  a  sum  of  money  to  be  used  for  the  operation 
and  maintenance  of  the  Sanitary  Landfill  for  Fiscal  Year  1996;  or  take  any 
other  action  relative  thereto. 
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ARTICLE  5.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  a  sum  of  money  to  pay  engineering  services 
for  supervision  and  inspection  of  the  sanitary  landfill  for  the  fiscal  year 
commencing  July  1,  1995;  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  6.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  a  sum  of  money  for  the  reserve  fund  for 
appropriation  for  revaluation,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  7.  To  see  of  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  a  sum  of  money  to  be  expended  by  the  Board 
of  Assessors  to  perform  duties  and  incur  expenses  relating  to  any 
equalization  or  revaluation  of  the  Town;  to  authorize  the  Board  of  Assessors 
to  hire  themselves  at  the  rate  of  $10.00  per  hour  and  to  hire  such  necessary 
assistance  as  the  Board  of  Assessors  may  deem  necessary  or  convenient;  or 
take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  8.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Board  of 
Assessors  to  use  a  sum  of  money  from  available  balances  and  from  “FREE 
CASH”  in  the  treasury  toward  the  reduction  of  the  tax  rate  for  the  fiscal  year 
commencing  July  1,  1995;  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  9.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  the  provisions  of 
Chapter  73  of  the  Acts  of  1986  which  amend  Chapter  59,  Section  5  of 
Massachusetts  General  Laws,  Clause  Forty  One  C  (to  provide  for 
exemptions  for  persons  over  the  age  of  70);  or  take  any  other  action  relative 
thereto. 

ARTICLE  10.  To  see  of  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  Water  Capital 
Improvement  Fund  the  amount  of  $33,500.00  to  be  expended  by  the  Board 
of  Water  Commissioners  for  hydraulic  analysis  required  to  obtain  Water 
Management  Permit;  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  1 1.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  Water  Capital 
Improvement  Fund  the  amount  of  $5,000.00  to  be  expended  by  the  Board 
of  Water  Commissioners  for  the  installation  of  groundwater  monitoring 
wells,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  12.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  appropriation 
from  the  transfer  of  FY94  Water  Department  surplus  funds  to  be  expended 
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by  the  Board  of  Water  Commissioners  for  the  purpose  of  upgrading  the  East 
Main  Street  Wellfield,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  13.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  appropriation 
or  transfer  of  FY94  Water  Department  surplus  funds  to  be  expended  by  the 
Water  Department  for  the  purpose  of  upgrading  the  water  system;  or  take 
any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  14.  To  see  of  the  Town  will  vote  to  establish  a  bylaw  entitled 
“Water  Supply  Conservation  Bylaw”  which  establishes  enforceable 
limitations  on  the  use  of  water  during  temporary  periods  of  high  water 
demand;  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  15.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  the  Town  Bylaws, 
Article  1,  Section  II,  to  read  “Quorum  at  Town  Meeting,  Annual  and 
Special,  four  percent  (4%)  of  registered  voters  of  the  Town  of  Merrimac; 
or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  16.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  a  sum 
of  money  to  pay  for  inspections  for  the  Sewer  Department,  or  take  any  other 
action  relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  1 7.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  Sewer  Capital 
Development  Fund,  a  sum  of  money  to  pay  for  Principal  Belt  1,  or  take  any 
other  action  relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  18.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  Sewer  Capital 
Development  Fund,  a  sum  of  money  to  pay  Principal  Belt  II,  or  take  any 
other  action  relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  19.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  a  sum 
of  money  to  pay  for  upgrading  the  alarm  system  at  the  Sewer  Plant,  or  take 
any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  20.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  a  sum 
of  money  in  the  amount  of  sixteen  hundred  dollars  ($1,600.00)  to  purchase 
a  new  photo-copier  machine  for  the  Senior  Center,  or  take  any  other  action 
relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  21.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  a  sum  of  money  in  the  amount  of  one  thousand 
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dollars  ($1,000.00)  to  be  used  to  pay  the  publication  and  legal  expenses  of 
the  Rent  Control  Board;  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  22.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  a  sum 
of  money  to  purchase  a  truck  for  the  Cemetery  Department;  or  take  any 
other  action  thereto. 

ARTICLE  23.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  a  sum  of  money  to  be  used  for  the  purchase 
of  the  Police  Cruiser  with  safety  equipment;  or  take  any  other  action  relative 
thereto. 

ARTICLE  24.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  a  sum  of  money  for  the  purchase  of  bulletproof 
vests  for  all  police  officers,  said  funds  to  be  reimbursed  one  hundred  percent 
(100%)  by  the  state;  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  25.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  to 
transfer  from  available  funds  a  sum  of  money  to  be  used  for  the  installation 
of  carpeting  in  the  police  station;  or  take  other  action  relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  26.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  a  sum  of  money  to  be  used  for  training  of 
dispatchers  in  Enhanced  9-1-1  as  required  by  the  Criminal  Justice  Training 
Council;  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  27.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  a  sum  of  money  for  upgrades  and  enhancement 
of  the  teletype  and  leaps  terminal;  or  take  action  relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  28.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  for  additional  funding  for  the  installation  of 
Enhanced  9-1-1  equipment;  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  29.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  to  place  an  article  on  the  ballot  for  debt  exclusion  to  fund  closure 
of  the  landfill;  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  30.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  a  sum  of  money  to  install  new  drain  line  on 


17 


Summer  Street  to  replace  old  drain  line;  or  take  any  other  action  relative 
thereto. 

ARTICLE  31.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  a  sum  of  money  to  install  new  drain  line  from 
Red  Oak  Acres  across  land  of  Frederick  Underwood  to  correct  water 
problem  at  Red  Oak  Acres,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  32.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  a  sum  of  money  to  purchase  a  reconditioned 
street  sweeper  for  the  Highway  Department;  or  take  any  other  action  relative 
thereto. 

ARTICLE  33.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  a  sum 
of  money  for  the  purpose  of  conducting  a  feasibility  study  and  schematic 
drawings  for  a  Public  Library  expansion  project;  or  take  any  other  action 
relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  34  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  a  sum  of  money  for  work  on  Town  Hall  roof 
and  clock  tower;  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  35.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  a  sum 
of  money  for  the  purchase  of  a  new  truck  and  equipment  to  be  made  into  a 
Rescue  Truck  for  the  Fire  Department;  or  take  any  other  action  relative 
thereto. 

ARTICLE  36.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  a  sum 
of  money  to  replace  the  ladder  on  the  existing  ladder  truck  of  the  Fire 
Department;  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  37.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  sum  of 
money  for  the  purchase  of  a  new  ladder  truck  for  the  Fire  Department;  or 
take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  38.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  sum  of 
money  to  purchase  new  Protective  Gear  for  the  members  of  Hose  Company 
#1 .  This  gear  must  conform  to  the  standards  of  the  N.F.P.A.  and  the  Mass 
Fire  Academy;  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 
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ARTICLE  39.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  add  the  following  to  its 
bylaws: 

Prior  to  any  sale  of  a  home,  that  a  garage  attached  to  any  building  used  for 
habitation,  shall  have  a  fire  protection  was  of  5/8"  sheet  rock  separating  the 
two  buildings,  a  door  of  one  hour  rating,  and  shall  have  heat  detectors 
installed  and  attached  to  an  audible  alarm  near  the  bedrooms.  The  heat 
detectors  shall  be  located  by  the  Fire  Chief  or  his  designee. 

Prior  to  any  sale  of  a  home  used  for  habitation  with  a  garage  under,  the  home 
shall  have  5/8"  sheet  rock  on  the  ceiling  and  on  any  wall  that  is  adjacent  to 
living  space,  with  a  door  of  one  hour  rating;  or  take  any  other  action  relative 
thereto. 

ARTICLE  40.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  Heather  Circle  as  a 
completed  road  and  thereby  eligible  to  receive  town  services;  or  take  any 
other  action  relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  41.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  and  name  as  public 
ways,  Burnside  Lane  and  Dunvegan  Drive  as  shown  on  plan  entitled, 
“Definitive  Subdivision  Plan  North  Valley  Estates-Section  1,  Merrrmac, 
Mass.  Scale:  1"  =  40’  Date:  October  1,  1987,  Owner  &  Applicant:  North 
Valley  Ltd.  Partnership,  8  Wyncrest  Circle,  Andover,  Mass.”  recorded  with 
the  Essex  South  District  Registry  of  Deeds  in  Book  Plans  236,  Plan  64;  or 
take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  42.  To  see  of  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  a  sum  of  money  for  Data  Processing  Expenses 
for  Town  Accountant;  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  43.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  to  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  to  be  held  for  the  purpose  of  conveyance,  and  to  authorize  the 
Board  of  Selectmen  to  convey  a  driveway  easement,  for  the  purposes  of 
ingress  and  egress  to  an  existing  dwelling  by  motor  vehicle  or  otherwise, 
over  a  rectangular  parcel  of  land  containing  1,050  square  feet,  located 
adjacent  to  the  northeasterly  boundary  of  land  owned  by  Stephen  and 
Allison  Gadd  at  1 05  River  Road,  which  easement  is  a  portion  of  land  shown 
at  Assessors  Plot  51,  a  Lot  381-3,  all  as  shown  on  a  copy  of  a  survey  plan 
on  file  at  the  Town  Clerk’s  office,  it  being  understood  that  the  Town  Shall 
not  bear  any  fees  in  connection  with  the  transaction,  and  the  said  transaction 
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shall  be  subject  to  compliance  with  the  applicable  provisions  of  the  Uniform 
Procurement  Act;  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  44.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  repeal  General  Bylaw  Article 
9,  Sections  4  and  1 7  (Regarding  Dogs  and  Animals);  or  take  any  other  action 
relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  45.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  a  sum  of  money  to  pay  for  costs  relative  to 
closure  of  the  Sanitary  Landfill;  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Give  under  our  hands  this  21st  day  of  April,  1995 

Walter  W.  Steeves,  Chairman 
Jeffrey  W.  Hoyt 
Sandra  H.  Venner 
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Annual  Report 

of  the 

Board  of  Selectmen 

To  the  Citizens  of  Merrimac, 

It  has  been  another  extremely  good  year  for  the  Town  of  Merrimac  in  that 
many  projects  have  moved  forward  and  many  new  ones  have  been  started. 
The  year  started  with  a  contractor  (Arthur  Schofield  Inc.)  coming  to  the 
Town  with  a  proposal  to  help  us  close  our  landfill.  His  efforts  to  date  have 
saved  the  town  thousands  of  dollars  and  will  undoubtedly  save  considerably 
more  over  the  next  2  years.  He  has  built  the  convenience  center  and  done 
much  of  the  grading  of  the  slopes  at  no  cost  to  the  town.  He  is  constantly 
encouraging  the  Selectmen  and  DEP  to  look  at  new  and  innovative  ideas 
for  operating  and  closing  the  landfill. 

One  of  the  most  highly  respected  engineering  firms  in  Massachusetts  (GZA 
GeoEnvironmental,  Inc.)  was  hired  to  oversee  the  daily  operations  of  the 
landfill,  install  gas  and  water  monitoring  wells,  and  assist  the  Town  in  the 
closing  of  the  landfill. 

Due  to  the  efforts  of  the  recycling  committee  our  Recycling  Center  is  fully 
operational  the  same  number  of  hours  as  the  landfill  and  this  is  a  plus  not 
only  in  our  interactions  with  DEP  but  is  helpful  to  the  citizens. 

It  was  a  loss  to  the  town  when  Jim  Seymour  decided  not  to  run  for  a  second 
term  but  Sandy  Venner  took  over  where  Jim  left  off  and  her  feet  haven’t 
touched  the  ground  since.  Sandy  has  taken  over  as  the  Selectmen’s 
representative  to  the  Pentucket  Regional  Schools  and  deals  not  only  with 
their  budgets  but  with  the  task  force  on  the  regional  agreement  and  also 
accepted  membership  on  the  rent  control  board.  Jeff  Hoyt  continues  to 
represent  the  town  at  the  Essex  County  Advisory  Board  and  sits  on  the 
school  council  at  the  Pentucket  Regional  High  School.  Wally  Steeves  has 
continued  as  a  member  of  the  Merrimac  school  building  projects  and  is  a 
school  council  member  at  the  Pentucket  Regional  Junior  High  School. 

The  school  building  projects  were  basically  complete  for  the  opening  of  the 
1 994  -  1 995  school  year  and  an  open  house  was  attended  by  many  who  were 
appreciative  of  the  efforts  of  all  of  the  people  that  were  involved  in  the 
project.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  would  like  to  again  thank  Annette  Autiello, 


Angela  Jervey  and  Anthony  Repucci  for  the  endless  hours  they  served 
without  remuneration  to  see  that  the  project  was  the  best  that  could  be  done 
for  the  funds  that  were  available. 

The  rewarding  of  the  grant  for  a  van  to  the  Senior  Centers  of  Groveland  and 
Merrimac  shows  what  cooperation  between  the  neighboring  towns  and  hard 
work  can  provide.  The  seniors  of  Groveland  and  Merrimac  can  be  proud  of 
their  council’s  efforts  to  keep  them  actively  involved. 

The  renovations  to  Town  Hall  have  been  extremely  helpful  in  gaining 
compliance  with  the  Americans  with  Disability  Act  (ADA).  An  office  for 
the  Tax  Collector,  upgrading  the  electrical  service,  widening  doorways  and 
making  toilet  facilities  available  to  all  were  the  major  items  for  this  year’s 
agenda. 

The  return  of  the  Santa  Parade  was  enjoyed  by  all  and  mother  nature 
cooperated  fully.  Some  thought  a  little  snow  would  have  enhanced  the 
parade  but  the  Board  of  Selectmen  wishes  to  thank  Santa  for  providing  us 
with  such  nice  weather. 

It  was  with  much  sadness  that  we  attended  the  funeral  of  Carl  Olson,  one 
of  Merrimac ’s  finest  senior  citizens  and  volunteers.  Over  the  years,  Carl 
was  involved  in  many  projects  and  was  always  a  willing  volunteer  but  no 
matter  how  difficult  the  situation  was,  his  smile  was  contagious. 

Respectfully  Submitted, 

Walter  W.  Steeves,  Chairman 
Jeffrey  W.  Hoyt 
Sandra  Venner 
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Annual  Report 

of  the 

Zoning  Board  of  Appeals 

The  Board  of  Appeals  met  and  conducted  public  hearings  on  a  variety  of 
petitions  in  1994.  The  Board  considered  two  applications  for  the  issuance 
of  Special  Permits  and  five  requests  for  dimensional  or  use  variances. 

Special  Permits 

The  Board  of  Appeals  is  authorized  to  grant  special  permits  for  specific 
types  of  uses  allowed  under  the  Zoning  By-law  but  which  are  not  permitted 
as  of  right.  A  use  subjected  to  special  permit  requirements  is  typically 
considered  incompatible  with  the  characteristics  of  a  particular  zoning 
district  unless  conditioned  in  a  manner  which  make  it  suitable  to  a  given 
location.  The  use  is  recognized  as  necessary  or  desirable  after  weighing  the 
benefits  and  detriments  of  the  proposal. 

The  Board  considered  the  petition  of  Scott  Radar  d/b/a  Apple  Insulation 
requesting  a  special  permit  to  operate  an  energy  conservation  business  at 
property  located  on  Broad  Street.  The  property  is  situated  in  the  commercial 
zone.  After  a  hearing,  the  Board  granted  a  special  permit  in  which 
conditions  were  imposed  regulating  the  conduct  and  operation  of  the 
proposed  business.  The  Board  determined  that  the  proposed  use  of  the 
property  was  in  harmony  with  the  general  purpose  and  intent  of  the  By-Law. 

The  Board  also  considered  the  petition  of  David  Cooper  on  behalf  of  Nextel 
Communications/Dispatch  Communications  of  New  England  seeking  a 
special  permit  to  install  a  telecommunication  tower  and  utility  shed  on 
premises  located  to  the  rear  of  70-76  West  Main  Street.  The  petitioner 
sought  to  construct  its  tower  on  land  owned  and  occupied  by  the  Town  of 
Merrimac.  Nextel  engaged  in  lease  negotiations  with  the  Town  and 
proposed  locating  its  tower  alongside  the  existing  on-site  water  tank.  After 
two  lengthy  hearings,  the  Board  determined  that  the  proposed  use  could  be 
allowed  as  a  permitted  public  utility  in  the  agricultural/residential  zone,  and 
as  such,  granted  a  special  permit  with  conditions. 

Variances 

A  variance  represents  a  waiver  of  rules  contained  in  the  By-  Law.  It  is  only 
in  rare  instances  and  under  exceptional  circumstances  that  relaxation  of  the 
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general  restrictions  established  by  the  By-Law  ought  to  be  permitted.  The 
variance  is  used  to  authorize  an  otherwise  prohibited  use  or  to  loosen 
dimensional  requirements  otherwise  applicable  to  a  structure.  It  is  used 
sparingly  and  only  if  all  statutory  prerequisites  have  been  met.  The  Board 
considered  five  requests  for  variances  in  1994. 

Richard  and  Shirley  Dam  sought  dimensional  variances  for  their  property 
located  at  6  Vale  Street.  The  Dams  presented  a  plan  to  the  Board  in  which 
they  sought  to  subdivide  their  lot,  creating  one  conforming  lot  and  one 
substandard  lot.  The  petitioners  withdrew  their  request  for  a  variance  after 
a  public  hearing,  prior  to  the  Board’s  rendering  a  decision. 

Robert  and  Cynthia  Campbell  appeared  before  the  Board  requesting  a 
sideline  variance  for  an  existing  deck  located  on  their  property  at  Attitash 
Avenue.  The  Board  found  that  a  variance  was  warranted  in  this  particular 
case  and  that  the  Campbell’s  satisfied  all  of  the  necessary  statutory  factors. 

David  Mathews,  d/b/a  Skip’s  Snack  Bar,  sought  a  dimensional  and  use 
variance  for  his  property  located  at  93  East  Main  Street.  The  petitioner 
proposed  constructing  a  detached  garage  with  a  second  floor  dwelling  unit 
adjacent  to  the  existing  restaurant/dwelling.  The  request  for  a  variance  was 
withdrawn  prior  to  the  Board’s  decision. 

Thomas  and  Sherry  Robbins  proposed  locating  a  screen  house  within  the 
required  sideline  on  their  property  at  South  Pleasant  Street.  The  Board 
determined  that  the  petitioners  could  not  establish  the  prerequisites  for  the 
award  of  a  variance  and  their  request  was  denied. 


Carol  A .  Bisson  requested  a  setback  variance  to  construct  a  detached  carport 
on  her  property  located  at  Pine  Bluff  Avenue.  The  Petitioner  demonstrated 
that  all  of  the  statutory  prerequisites  had  been  satisfied,  and  the  Board 
granted  her  request  for  a  variance. 


Other  Matters 

An  appeal  of  the  Zoning  Board’s  decision  in  a  1992  case  was  resolved  in 
January,  1994.  The  case,  initiated  by  Andrea  Byra  of  Sunset  Terrace, 
challenged  the  propriety  of  the  Board’s  decision  to  uphold  the  Building 
Inspector’s  refusal  to  issue  a  building  permit.  The  Essex  County  Probate 
Court  dismissed  the  case,  allowing  the  Board’s  decision  to  stand. 
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The  appeal  of  the  Board’s  decision  in  the  Spert  case  is  pending  in  Essex 
County  Superior  Court.  In  the  fall  of  1993,  David  Spert  appealed  the 
issuance  of  a  cease  and  desist  order  imposed  by  the  Building  Inspector,  in 
which  it  was  alleged  that  he  engaged  in  earth  removal  excavation  without 
having  obtained  necessary  permits.  The  Board  found  that  the  cease  and 
desist  order  was  warranted  and  upheld  it’s  issuance.  It  is  expected  that  this 
case  will  be  scheduled  for  a  hearing  in  1995. 


Janet  Bruno  stepped  down  from  the  Board  in  July  to  fill  a  position  on  the 
finance  committee.  Her  presence  is  greatly  missed.  Patrick  Melican  was 
appointed  a  regular  member  of  the  Board  to  fill  the  vacancy  created  by 
Janet’s  resignation.  Patrick  had  been  an  alternate  member  of  the  Board  for 
several  years. 

The  Board  members  would  like  to  thank  those  individuals  in  the  community 
who  have  supported  our  efforts  in  administering  the  By-Law  during  the  past 
year. 


Respectively  submitted, 

Philip  A.  Parry,  Chairman 

Term  Expires  1996 
Term  Expires  1995 
Term  Expires  1996 
Term  Expires  1997 
Term  Expires  1997 


Gordon  Broz 
Ellen  Evans 
Nancy  MacGregor 
Patrick  Melican 
Philip  Parry 
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Annual  Report 

of  the 

Merrimac  Housing  Authority 

To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen, 

The  Merrimac  Housing  Authority  served  the  town  during  1994  with  3 
separate  housing  programs.  Each  program  assists  a  different  population  in 
need  of  decent  safe  and  sanitary  housing.  Currently,  we  serve  elderly, 
handicapped  and  low  income  families  through  both  public  housing 
developments,  and  leased  housing  programs. 

1 994  was  a  year  of  change  and  improvement  for  the  Authority.  With  funding 
grants  from  the  Executive  Office  of  Communities  and  Development,  the 
MHA  was  able  to  install  a  state  of  the  art  fire  detection  system  at  Merri 
Village.  By  replacing  the  old  (1972)  system,  the  MHA  took  a  positive  step 
forward  in  ensuring  the  safety  of  its  senior  citizens..  In  addition,  the 
Authority  was  also  able  to  make  much  needed  repairs  to  some  of  the 
walk/roadways  at  the  Merri  Village  development.  This  repair  work  also 
resulted  in  the  addition  of  several  badly  needed  parking  spaces  for  our 
residents.  In  November,  the  MHA  was  the  proud  recipient  of  a  Housing 
Modernization  Grant,  in  the  amount  of  $116,000.00.  This  funding  is 
targeted  for  roof  replacement  at  Merri  Village,  and  exterior  repairs  at  1  of 
our  family  housing  units.  The  MHA,  in  conjunction  with  the  Amesbury 
Housing  Authority,  can  now  boast  that  it  is  “on  line”  with  a  new  computer 
system.  We  hope  to  be  able  to  operate  more  efficiently  in  the  coming  year, 
as  we  commit  more  time  to  computerization. 

As  a  reminder  the  MHA  continues  to  urge  interested  individuals  to  apply 
for  our  elderly  housing  waiting  list.  The  asset  limits  for  elderly  housing  are 
as  follows: 

1  person-  $25,000 

2  or  more  persons-  $30,000  or  1 .5  times  your  net  income, 
whichever  is  greater.  You  may  now  have  up  to  these  amounts  in  assets,  and 
still  qualify  for  housing.  We  encourage  anyone  who  is  62  years  of  age  or 
older,  or  handicapped,  to  apply  for  Merri  Village.  Please  check  with 
our  office  for  other  qualifying  requirements. 

In  closing,  we  would  like  to  thank  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  the  Board  of 
Assessors,  the  Town  Clerk,  and  the  Fire  and  Police  Departments  in  the  town 


26 


of  Merrimac  for  their  assistance.  The  Authority  would  like  to  also  thank 
Mary  Moughan,  who  retired  in  October,  for  her  years  of  service  to  the 
Authority.  Special  thanks  goes  out  to  Mr.  Bob  Samoisette,  whose 
maintenance/snow  removal  efforts  during  the  record  breaking  winter  of 
1994  were  exemplary. 

Very  Truly  Yours, 

Frank  M.  Petras  Executive  Director  Board  of  Commissioners 


Board  of  Commissioners 


Geri  Shepherd,  Chairman  &  Governors  Appointee 

26  River  Road 

Term  Expires  6/98 

Richard  W.  Emery,  Vice-chairman 

67  Church  Street 

Term  Expires  5/97 

Barbara  J. Arbour,  Treasurer 

41  School  Street 

Term  Expires  5/95 

Dorothy  Olson,  Vice-Treasurer 

57  W.  Main  Street 

Term  Expires  5/96 

Steven  True,  Member  at  Large 

Term  Expires  5/98 

Housing  Authority  Personnel 

Mr.  Frank  M.  Petras  Executive  Director  (part-time) 

Certified  PHM 
Employed:  8/17/92 

Ms.  Barbara  Donahue  Leased  Housing  Specialist  (part-time) 

Certified  PHM 
Employed:  11/14/83 


Ms.  Barbara  Riley  Administrative  Assistant  (part-time) 

Employed:  9/17/94 

Ms.  Brenda  Perry  Tenant  Selection  Coordinator  (part-time) 

Employed:  11/1/91 
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Maintenance  Department 


Mr.  Robert  Samoisette 


Maintenance  Mechanic  (part-time) 


Employed:  1 1/1/91 


Housing  Authority  Developments 


Family  Housing 

705-1  Family  Housing 
Opened:  1983 


Location 

Lincoln  &  Green 


Number  of  Units 

4  units 


3-3  bedrooms 
1-2  bedrooms 


Elderly  Housing 

667-1  Merri  Village 


Location 

52  Middle  Street 


Number  of  Units 

*all  1  bedroom  units 


opened:  1972 

Leased  Housing  Department 

The  Merrimac  Housing  Authority  operates  a  leased  housing  program.  As 
with  all  leased  housing  programs,  the  authority  does  not  physically  maintain 
these  units,  but  does  provide  rent  subsidy  to  low  income  individuals  and 
families  who  live  in  privately  owned  homes  and  buildings  located 
throughout  the  town. 

1.)  SECTION  8  RENTAL  SUBSIDY  PROGRAMS  (inception  Aug. 
1978)  These  programs  are  federally  funded  by  the  Department  of  Housing 
&  Urban  Development. 

Section  8  Certificates:  19,  all  mobile  with  the  following  breakdown  of 
bedroom  sizes:  5-  one  bedrooms  10-  two  bedroom  4-  three  bedrooms 


QUALIFICATION  &  INCOME  LIMITS  FOR  ALL  FEDERAL 
HOUSING  PROGRAMS  (effective  12/23/93) 

*  All  Income  qualification  figures  for  Federal  Programs  are  based  on 
gross  amounts: 


Number  in  Person’s  Household 


Maximum  Allowable  Income 


2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 


$16,950 

$19,350 

$21,800 

$24,200 

$26,150 

$28,050 

$30,000 

$31,950 
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QUALIFICATION  &  INCOME  LIMITS  FOR  ALL  STATE 
HOUSING  PROGRAMS  (effective  4/1/94) 


Maximum  Allowable  Income 


Number  in  Person's  Household 


$21,672 

$24,768 

$27,864 

$30,960 

$32,895 

$34,830 

$36,765 

$38,700 


3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 


To  qualify  for  state  low  income  housing  in  Merrimac,  you  must  also  have 
assets  no  more  than  $25,000  for  one  person  or  $30,000  for  two  or  more 
people,  or  1.5  times  your  net  income,  whichever  is  greater. 

RENTAL  SUBSIDY  PROGRAMS-FAIR  MARKET  RENTS 

The  following  is  a  listing  of  the  maximum  allowable  fair  market  rents.  All 
figures  include  utilities.  Example:  the  housing  authority  will  subsidize  a 
family  with  a  2  bedroom  certificate  for  an  apartment  that  costs  up  to 
$657,00.  The  family  would  then  pay  30%  of  their  income  toward  the  total 
of  the  rental  amount,  and  the  housing  authority  should  pay  the  balance. 
Below  are  the  limits  for  each  bedroom  size. 

Section  8  Certificate  Program  Fair  Market  Rents  Effective  10/01/94 

0  Bedroom  1  Bedroom  2  Bedroom  3  Bedroom  4  Bedroom 
434  524  657  822  1012 

RENT  PERCENTAGES  &  UTILITIES 

Residents  in  each  housing  development  pay  rent  according  to  a  specified 
percentage  of  their  income: 

705-1  Lincoln  &  Green  Streets:  All  4  units  are  gas  heated-  Residents  pay 
25%  of  their  income  for  rent,  utilities  are  not  included. 

667-C1  Elderly  Housing:  48  units,  of  which  all  are  electrically  heated 
Residents  pay  30’  of  their  income  for  rent,  utilities;  are  included. 

MANAGEMENT  SUMMARY 

In  all,  the  Merrimac  Housing  Authorities  involved  with  managing  3  separate 
housing  programs,  which  accounts  for  71  units  of  low  income  housing.  In 
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addition,  the  Merrimac  Authority  Staff,  also  administer  8  separate  housing 
programs  and  a  total  of  354  units  of  public  housing,  for  the  town  of 
Amesbury. 

The  Merrimac  Housing  Authority  Regular  Board  Meetings  are  now  held 
the  3rd  Monday  of  each  month  at  52  Merri  Village  at  6:30  pm.  The  Annual 
Meeting  is  held  the  3rd  Monday  of  June. 
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Report  of  the 

PENTUCKET  REGIONAL  SCHOOL  DISTRICT 

COMMITTEE 

for  the  1993-1994  Year  Ending  June  30, 1994 

In  accordance  with  Chapter  7 1 ,  Section  1 6K,  the  Pentucket  Regional  School 
District  School  Committee  submits  its  39th  annual  report  to  the  town. 

Message  from  the  Chairman: 

As  the  fiscal  year  1 994  closed,  it  was  clear  that  from  the  school  department’s 
perspective,  1993-94  was  a  year  that  could  aptly  be  described  as  one  of 
change.  The  graduating  class  of  1994  is  the  first  to  graduate  from  our  new, 
fully  regionalized  school  system;  and  we  are  proud  of  their 
accomplishments,  wishing  them  continued  success  as  they  move  on  to 
college,  work,  or  military  service. 

Change  was  very  evident  also  in  regard  to  many  of  our  school  facilities.  In 
early  March,  our  building  project  at  the  high  school  and  middle  school  began 
with  anticipated  completion  to  be  in  the  summer  of  1995.  A  new  media 
center,  science  labs,  additional  classrooms,  and  enhanced  athletics  facilities 
highlight  the  work  being  done  at  the  high  school;  while  at  the  middle  school 
we  will  see  additional  classrooms,  a  new  media/technology  center,  and  a 
new  auditorium.  Building  projects  are  also  near  completion  at  the  Donaghue 
and  Sweetsir  schools  in  Merrimac.  The  building  project  at  the  Bagnall 
School  in  Groveland  has  been  completed;  and  the  Page  School  in  West 
Newbury  has  also  received  a  face  lift.  One  characteristic  of  all  our  building 
projects  has  been  the  enhancement  of  technology. 

Another  change  will  occur  in  the  administration  of  the  Pentucket  School 
District  in  that  Superintendent  Henry  Dembowski  retired  at  the  end  of  the 
1993-94  school  year.  Long  time  high  school  principal,  Michael 
McLaughlin,  was  selected  by  the  Committee  to  become  our  new  district 
Superintendent  of  Schools.  The  School  Committee  and  administration  will 
be  moving  forward  towards  the  goal  of  maintaining  a  strong  education 
program  for  our  district.  Some  of  the  key  challenges  will  be  the 
accomplishment  of  the  goals  the  Committee  embraced  as  it  moved  to  full 
regionalization:  a  better  coordinated  and  equitable  instructional  program 
with  enhanced  opportunities  for  learning  for  all  of  the  young  people  of  the 
Pentucket  Regional  District.  We  have  begun  a  five-year  review  of  our  entire 
curriculum;  and  increased  regional  aid  has  enabled  us  to  reduce  class  size, 
restore  programs  that  had  been  reduced  or  lost,  and  add  some  new  programs. 
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In  an  effort  to  keep  the  citizens  of  our  community  appraised  of  what  is 
happening  in  our  schools,  we  have  asked  the  administration  to  report  on 
programs  in  the  individual  schools,  new  initiatives  relative  to  curriculum 
and  related  school  activities,  some  indication  of  how  our  students  are 
performing,  and  infonnation  relating  to  school  department  spending  for 
FY’94.  That  information  will  follow  the  Committee’s  message;  so,  we’ll 
close  by  reaffirming  our  school  district’s  commitment  to  continue  our  rich 
tradition  of  providing  our  students  with  strong  educational  opportunities 
that  will  enable  them  to  become  productive  citizens. 

Respectfully  submitted: 

Edward  Hardy  III,  Chairman 

Michael  Bryant,  Vice  Chairman 

John  Mortenson,  Secretary 

Lucy  Abisalih 

Theresa  Lunn 

Annie  Madden 

George  Mavroides 

Anthony  Repucci 

Jean  Tattan 

Brian  Young 

PENTUCKET  REGIONAL  SCHOOL  DISTRICT 
ANNUAL  REPORT  FISCAL  YEAR  1994 

Fiscal  Year  1994  saw  the  start  of  full  regionalization  in  the  Pentucket 
Regional  School  District  with  a  new  12  member  school  committee 
overseeing  our  educational  programs.  The  Educational  Reform  Act  was  also 
implemented  in  June  of  1 993;  and  this  made  for  substantial  changes  relative 
to  student  learning,  school  management  and  governance,  teacher 
professionalism,  and  equity  of  funding.  In  all  our  schools,  School  Councils 
consisting  of  elected  parents,  teachers,  students  (at  the  high  school  level), 
and  school  principals  met  regularly  during  the  year  to  develop  a  school 
improvement  plan  which  they  presented  to  the  Pentucket  Regional  School 
Committee  in  September  of  1994.  Professional  development  activities  for 
all  educational  staff  were  initiated  across  the  district.  These  training 
initiatives  were  in  areas  such  as  interdisciplinary  instructional  strategies, 
cooperative  learning,  the  co-teaching  model,  the  enhancement  of  critical 
thinking  skills,  multiple  intelligences  and  learning  styles,  enhance 
utilization  of  technology  for  instructional  purposes,  etc.  Being  fully 
regionalized  helped  in  bringing  together  educators  from  across  the  district 
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and  at  all  grade  levels  into  settings  where  training  programs  and  sharing  of 
ideas  on  a  K- 12  basis  could  take  place. 

At  the  high  school,  the  1993-94  school  year  saw  additional  staffing  and 
expanded  programming.  The  position  of  guidance  department  head  was 
reinstated  (a  recommendation  made  two  years  ago  by  the  visiting  team  from 
the  New  England  Association  of  Schools  and  Colleges  as  part  of  the  school 
accreditation  process),  additional  staff  was  added  to  the  foreign  language 
department  to  allow  for  increased  instructional  time  for  beginning  students, 
and  our  health  education  program  was  expanded.  Substantial  increases  in 
the  procurement  of  computers  and  other  instructional  equipment  and 
materials  took  place;  and  a  large  percentage  of  the  faculty  took  part  in 
professional  development  opportunities  to  sharpen  their  instructional  skills. 
The  elimination  of  user  fees  for  students  to  participate  in  interscholastic 
athletics  (this  fee  was  $100  in  prior  years)  was  another  programmatic 
improvement  welcomed  greatly  by  students  and  their  parents.  The 
appropriation  of  additional  funding  for  the  extra  curricular  program  so  that 
they  would  not  be  so  dependent  upon  booster  groups  helps  in  our  on-going 
efforts  to  enhance  co-  curricular  activities  for  students.  Student  participation 
in  extra  curricular  activities  (clubs,  sports,  etc.)  increased  in  1993-94  with 
many  laudable  accomplishments  in  the  performing  arts,  in  clubs  such  as  our 
science  team,  or  on  the  athletic  field  (including  a  state  championship  in 
baseball!).  In  the  most  important  area  of  academics  there  continue  to  be 
indicators  that  our  instructional  program  is  moving  along  well.  In  the  spring 
of  1994,  the  Massachusetts  Educational  Assessment  Program  was 
administered  to  all  grade  10  students  to  measure  their  performance  in 
reading,  mathematics,  science,  social  studies  and  writing.  Our  tenth  grades 
performed  well  both  in  terms  of  scaled  scores  (describing  how  our  10th 
graders  performance  relative  to  other  districts)  and  in  terms  of  proficiency 
levels  which  ranged  from  Level  I  (beginning  to  grasp  factual  knowledge) 
to  level  IV  (exemplary  in  knowledge,  and  in  thinking,  reasoning  and 
communication  skills).  General  descriptions  of  the  proficiency  levels 
established  by  the  Department  of  Education  is  provided  with  the  Grade  1 0 
chart  of  student  performance  by  proficiency  level. 


MEAP  SCALED  SCORES 

Grade  10  ‘94  State  Average 

Pentucket 

Reading 

1300 

1420 

Math 

1300 

1380 

Science 

1300 

1400 

Social  Studies 

1300 

1420 
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PERCENT  OF  GRADE  10  STUDENTS  IN  THE  STATE  AND 
DISTRICT  AT  EACH  PROFICIENCY  LEVEL 


READING 

MATH 

SCIENCE 

SOCIAL 

STUDIES 

WRITING 

<1 

STATE 

16% 

13% 

13% 

14% 

13% 

<1 

DIST. 

9% 

8% 

5% 

7% 

1% 

I 

STATE 

33% 

36% 

34% 

34% 

31% 

I 

DIST. 

23% 

30% 

26% 

27% 

13% 

11 

STATE 

29% 

31% 

33% 

31% 

39% 

II 

DIST. 

33% 

34% 

39% 

37% 

51% 

III 

STATE 

11% 

13% 

14% 

14% 

15% 

III 

DIST. 

20% 

16% 

20% 

15% 

30% 

IV 

STATE 

11% 

7% 

7% 

7% 

2% 

IV 

DIST. 

15% 

11% 

10% 

14% 

5% 

The  following  are  general  descriptions  of  the  five  proficiency  levels 
established  by  the  Massachusetts  Department  of  Education. 

BELOW  LEVEL  I: 

The  open-ended  responses  of  students  in  this  category  provide  insufficient 
information  to  evaluate  their  proficiencies.  However,  students  in  this 
category  are  able  to  answer  some  multiple-choice  questions  correctly. 

LEVEL  I: 

Grade  4:  Students  at  this  level  are  beginning  to  master  the  basic  facts  and 
procedures  of  the  elementary  school  curriculum. 

Grade  8:  Students  at  this  level  have  mastered  most  of  the  basic  facts  and 
procedures  of  the  curriculum;  however,  their  understanding  is  limited  to  the 
specific  context  in  which  the  material  is  learned. 

GradelO:  Students  at  this  level  grasp  some  basic  facts  of  the  curriculum, 
but  have  problems  with  conceptual  understanding.  They  perform  best  at  a 
concrete  level  and  their  understanding  is  often  based  on  the  context  in  which 
it  is  learned. 
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LEVEL  II: 

Grade  4:  Students  at  this  level  are  adept  at  using  basic  skills  and  concepts 
when  presented  in  familiar  contexts. 

Grade  8:  Students  at  this  level  are  familiar  with  much  of  the  knowledge 
and  skills  that  are  typical  of  the  curriculum,  but  find  difficulty  in  applying 
that  knowledge.  They  tend  to  give  minimal  responses  that  lack  support  or 
adequate  explanation. 

Grade  10:  Students  at  this  level  perform  best  when  dealing  with  the 
concrete  and  literal.  They  have  a  strong  grasp  of  the  facts  of  the  curriculum, 
but  little  understanding  of  the  conceptual  underpinnings.  In  some  of  their 
responses  they  display  evidence  of  critical  thinking  but  do  not  carry  that 
thinking  through  the  entire  response. 

LEVEL  III: 

Grade  4:  Students  at  this  level  are  keen  observers,  think  clearly,  and  are 
beginning  to  recognize  abstractions.  They  communicate  adequately,  with 
some  minor  misconceptions. 

Grade  8:  Students  at  this  level  can  go  beyond  the  facts  and  procedures  of 
the  curriculum  to  recognize  underlying  concepts.  They  can  analyze  and 
evaluate  material  presented  in  unfamiliar  contexts  and  apply  their  learning. 
They  reason  well  and  communicate  adequately. 

Grade  10:  Students  at  this  level  understand  the  major  conceptual 
underpinnings  of  the  curriculum  and  fonnulate  their  responses  logically  and 
with  thought.  However,  they  do  not  always  provide  adequate  support  or  they 
make  careless  mistakes.  They  know  what  they  are  doing  and  accomplish  it 
with  minor  errors. 

LEVEL  IV: 

Grade  4:  Students  at  this  level  combine  strong  critical  thinking  skills  with 
significant  prior  knowledge  to  generate  logical,  well -supported  answers. 
They  communicate  effectively  and  creatively,  with  clarity  and  appropriate 
detail. 

Grade  8:  Students  at  this  level  are  distinguished  by  their  ability  to  analyze 
material  and  reason  from  it.  Their  responses  show  well-developed  and 
creative  arguments,  with  use  of  supportable  evidence  and  terminology  to 
clarify  their  ideas. 

Grade  10:  Students  at  this  level  understand  the  grade  level  concepts  and 
can  apply  them  in  multiple  contexts.  They  can  consider  multiple  positions 
or  strategies,  select  one,  and  support  their  choice  with  evidence  and  astute 
reasoning.  Their  ideas  are  fully  and  lucidly  expressed. 
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College  Board  Testing  information  was  also  indicative  of  solid  achievement 
on  the  part  of  our  high  school  students.  With  a  very  high  percent  (87%)  of 
the  Class  of  1994  taking  the  SATs,  our  average  scores  (verbal  and  math) 
are  above  state  and  national  averages.  Moreover,  eleven  (11)  students  were 
commended  by  the  National  Merit  Corporation  for  their  performance  in  the 
PSAT  and  two  students  earned  national  semi-finalist  recognition.  The  future 
plans  for  Pentuckef  s  class  of  1994  are  as  follows: 


4  year  college . 56% 

2  year  college . 31% 

Military .  4% 

Work .  9% 


The  1994  graduates  from  Merrimac  are  as  follows: 


Zachary  P.  Albee 
Thomas  M.  Allain 
Jennifer  M.  Aubut 
Nathaniel  Caleb  Burke 
Michael  Cameron 
Daniel  Martin  Casey 
Frederick  Carlos  Chase  III 
Timothy  Matthew  Cook 
Jeffrey  Robert  Corthell 
Denis  Edward  O’ Hare  Curtis 
Douglas  B.  Davis 
Tara  Jean  DelleChiaie 
Heidi  Lee  Driscoll 
Nicole  Michelle  Dubois 
Erin  Marie  Dwyer 
Christopher  Michael  Falasca 
Emily  Susanne  Falasca 
David  Michael  Graziano 
Christine  Amy  Hassig 
Elissa  Faye  Hovde 
Kathryn  G.  Ireland 
Nathan  Mitchell  Kostoulakos 
Susan  K.  Leonard 


Dena  Robin  Madore 
Jordan  P.  Marshall 
Samantha  Marshall 
Chastity  Ann  McLaine 
Brian  James  Michaud 
Jennifer  Lynn  Mills 
Robin  Denis  Paradis 
Jenna  M.  Perdon 
Benjamin  R.  Peterson 
Katharine  Elizabeth  Reynolds 
Jeremiah  A.  Routhier 
Travis  Desmond  Scott 
Jana  Silvia 
Danielle  Lin  Smith 
Robert  Wallace  Spencer 
Emily  Crane  Talmage 
Mary  Ellen  Tarzia 
Jeremy  Myles  Topitzer 
Jamie  Gregory 
Westnedge  Juan 
Miguel  White 
Kathleen  S.  Wild 


At  the  middle  school,  continued  efforts  to  enrich  curriculum  and  encourage 
high  standards  for  all  students  characterized  the  1993-94  school  year. 
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Foreign  language  instructional  time  was  increased  with  appropriate  part 
time  teaching  positions  added.  A  new  social  studies  curriculum  initiative 
centering  around  state  and  local  history  and  government  was  implemented. 

Both  life  sciences  and  health  instructional  programs  were  enhanced,  as  well 
as  the  DARE  Program  for  middle  schoolers.  The  position  of  assistant 
principal  was  reinstated;  and  a  “responsibility  development  room"  was 
instituted.  We  also  saw  an  expansion  of  our  middle  school  computer  lab 
with  additional  work  stations,  and  the  implementation  of  a  restructured 
technology  education  course  for  seventh  graders.  Our  eighth  graders 
participated  in  the  statewide  MEAP  testing  program  and  performed  above 
state  average  on  the  major  curriculum  areas  as  indicated  by  the  data  below: 


MEAP  SCALED  SCORES 


Grade  8 

Reading 
Math 
Science 
Social  Studies 


‘94  State  Average 

1370 

1320 

1310 

1320 


Pentucket 

1420 

1340 

1330 

1340 


PERCENT  OF  GRADE  8  STUDENTS  IN  THE  STATE  AND 
DISTRICT  AT  EACH  PROFICIENCY  LEVEL 


READING 

MATH 

SCIENCE 

SOCIAL 

STUDIES 

WRITING 

<1 

STATE 

10% 

8% 

11% 

10% 

10% 

<1 

DIST. 

9% 

7% 

8% 

11% 

8% 

I 

STATE 

30% 

36% 

34% 

34% 

34% 

I 

DIST. 

28% 

36% 

32% 

29% 

35% 

II 

STATE 

33% 

37% 

35% 

34% 

42% 

II 

DIST. 

31% 

36% 

37% 

35% 

39% 

III 

STATE 

14% 

14% 

14% 

15% 

13% 

III 

DIST. 

14% 

18% 

17% 

18% 

17% 

IV 

STATE 

13% 

6% 

6% 

7% 

2% 

IV 

DIST. 

18% 

4% 

6% 

7% 

1% 
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Concerted  efforts  on  the  part  of  parents,  teachers,  administrators,  including 
the  governance  of  the  School  Council,  are  being  made  to  make  our  middle 
school  more  responsive  to  the  needs  of  early  adolescents  with  particular 
focus  on  enhancing  the  effectiveness  of  the  interdisciplinary  teaching  team. 
Staff  training  on  cooperative  learning,  critical  skills,  and  the  improvement 
of  student  writing  will  help  in  the  attainment  of  this  goal.  Moreover, 
improved  communication  and  coordination  between  home  and  school  will 
continue  to  be  a  high  priority. 

One  of  the  most  important  issues  facing  the  Merrimac  elementary  schools 
for  the  1993-94  school  year  was  the  construction  phase  of  the  building 
projects.  The  Helen  R.  Donaghue  School  project  began  in  June,  1993  and 
Dr.  Frederick  N.  Sweetsir  School  in  November,  1993.  The  projects  included 
the  following: 

Donaghue  School:  —  new  addition  -  22,000  sq.  ft. 

—  total  renovation  existing  building  -  33,000  sq.  A. 

Sweetsir  School:  —  new  addition  -  25,000  sq.  ft. 

These  additions  included: 
classrooms  (8) 
computer  rooms 

art,  music,  physical  education  facilities 
new  kitchen  (Donaghue) 
new  gymnasium  (Donaghue) 
new  libraries  (Donaghue/Sweetsir) 

Along  with  the  building  project,  a  new  Preschool  and  Extended  Day 
Program  was  started  at  Sweetsir  School.  We  are  now  able  to  offer  a  quality 
preschool  experience  for  three,  four  and  five  year  old  children.  Children  in 
the  Extended  Day  Kindergarten  Program  complete  the  morning  session, 
have  lunch,  and  stay  for  a  variety  of  learning  experiences  in  the  afternoon. 

_  • 

The  DARE  program  continued  at  the  sixth  grade  level,  while  expanding  to 
all  other  grade  levels.  This  program  was  offered  to  our  students  by  State 
T rooper  Brian  O’Hara  and  newly  assigned  DARE  officer  David  Vance  from 
the  Merrimac  Police  Department. 

The  volunteer  program  continues  to  grow  each  and  every  year  within  our 
schools.  In  May  our  staff  held  an  appreciation  night  for  over  1 50  community 
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members  and  parents  who  volunteered  in  our  classrooms,  libraries, 
computer  clubs,  read  aloud  programs,  speakers  club,  writers  workshop  and 
various  P.T.O.  activities  throughout  the  year.  The  Merrimac  P.T.O. 
continues  to  emphasize  the  importance  of  a  close  working  partnership  with 
the  administration,  staff  and  parents.  In  the  1993-94  school  year,  the 
Merrimac  P.T.O.  continued  to  be  very  supportive  and  involved  in  activities 
such  as  fund  raisers,  cultural  arts  programs,  the  school  store,  technology 
programs,  After  School  Exploration  Program,  Ski  Program,  Pentucket 
Scholarship  and  Family  Fun  Nights. 

The  Educational  Reform  Act  of  1993  brought  about  the  development  of 
School  Councils  consisting  of  elected  representatives  from  the  faculty  and 
parents.  This  council  met  monthly  and  developed  a  5  year  School 
Improvement  Plan  that  was  presented  to  the  Pentucket  Regional  School 
Committee  in  September,  1994. 

Many  of  our  staff  members  were  involved  in  district  wide  curriculum 
committees  and  have  taken  a  variety  of  professional  development  courses. 
These  innovative  teaching  strategies  and  methodology  help  meet  the  needs 
of  all  our  children  and  create  a  learning  environment  that  is  meaningful  and 
child  centered.  Our  new  math  curriculum  was  piloted  in  the  1993-94  year 
and  is  being  implemented,  along  with  our  comprehensive  health  education 
program  during  the  1994-95  school  year.  Science  curriculum  research  and 
planning  took  place  in  1 993-94,  with  piloting  of  new  materials  taking  place 
in  1994-95.  Ongoing  initiatives  to  review  and  upgrade  our  curriculum 
continue;  and  programmatic  changes  and  appropriate  professional 
development  endeavors  are  targeted  to  address  areas  we  feel  need  to  be 
strengthened.  Last  spring’s  Massachusetts  Educational  Assessment 
Program  is  one  important  source  of  information  to  see  how  our  students  are 
doing  in  various  curriculum  areas  and  be  of  assistance  in  planning 
curriculum  revision  and  staff  training.  A  summary  of  4th  grade  results  for 
the  district  is  as  follows: 

PERCENT  OF  GRADE  4  STUDENTS  IN  THE  STATE  AND 
DISTRICT  AT  EACH  PROFICIENCY  LEVEL 


READING 

MATH 

SCIENCE 

SOCIAL 

STUDIES 

WRITING 

<1 

STATE 

5% 

4% 

4% 

4% 

7% 

<1 

DIST. 

2% 

2% 

0% 

0% 

3% 
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READING 

MATH 

SCIENCE 

SOCIAL 

STUDIES 

WRITING 

II 

STATE 

40% 

45% 

45% 

45% 

42% 

II 

DIST. 

37% 

58% 

51% 

54% 

52% 

III 

STATE 

11% 

13% 

15% 

13% 

14% 

III 

DIST. 

9% 

11% 

25% 

17% 

17% 

IV 

STATE 

11% 

4% 

4% 

5% 

2% 

IV 

DIST. 

23% 

6% 

9% 

6% 

2% 

SUMMARY  OF  GRADE  4  TEST  RESULTS 


STATE 

DISTRICT 

DONAGHUE 

TOTAL  READING 

1350 

1390 

1380 

Open-Ended 

1350 

1380 

1350 

Multiple  Choice 

1350 

1400 

1400 

TOTAL 

MATHEMATICS 

1330 

1340 

1330 

Open-Ended 

1330 

1320 

1300 

Multiple  Choice 

1330 

1350 

1340 

TOTAL  SOCIAL 
STUDIES 

1340 

1370 

1360 

Open-Ended 

1340 

1340 

1360 

Multiple  Choice 

1340 

1390 

1360 

TOTAL  SCIENCE 

1350 

1400 

1370 

Open-Ended 

1350 

1370 

1390 

Multiple  Choice 

1350 

1410 

1360 
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Pcntucket  Regional  School  District  Statement  of  Expenditures 
General  Fund  For  the  Year  Ended  June  30, 1994 


*  Expenditures: 

Instruction  $5,313,341 

Special  Ed  Services  1,551,032 

Equipment  Maintenance  113,845 

Principals  Office  524,276 

Library  Services  332,893 

Guidance  Services  228,340 

Health  Services  127,714 

Inter  School  Athletics  184,492 

Student  Activities  43,290 

Custodial  Services  569,326 

Utilities  289,741 

Maintenance  of  Buildings  146,394 

School  Committee  101,136 

Superintendents  Office  355,963 

T  ransportation  614,864 

Maintenance  of  Grounds  26,840 

Bus  Operations  1 1 9,4 1 6 

Chapter  70  1,473,960 

Employee  Retirement  100,559 

Insurance  357,251 

Treasurers  Office  33,609 

Total  Expenditures:  $12,608,282 


*From  Draft  of  1994/Audit  Contribution  from  the  Town  of  Merrimac  was  $2,203,472 
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Annual  Report 

of  the 

Merrimac  Board  of  Health 

The  Board  was  organized  in  May  of  1994.  We  meet  on  a  bi-monthly  basis, 
usually  the  second  and  fourth  Thursday  of  the  month,  at  7:00  p.m.  in  the 
selectman’s  office.  However,  we  are  available  on  a  call  basis. 

Eileen  Stepanian  continues  her  programs  of  home  visits  and  blood  pressure 
clinics  at  the  senior  center. 

Arthur  Hoyt  oversees  perk  tests,  well  flow  tests  and  the  installation  of  septic 
systems,  he  also  does  some  home  inspections  when  called  upon  to  do  so. 
Mark  Zagranis  continues  to  do  food  service  inspections  and  handles  most 
calls  of  complaint. 

Bill  Arnold  helps  the  board  on  technical  issues  concerning  septic  designs 
and  does  occasional  inspections  during  installation  of  difficult  systems. 

As  of  July  1st  the  town  of  Merrimac  must  be  in  compliance  with  the  new 
guidelines  set  forth  by  the  State  concerning  Title  V  septic  installations.  The 
town  needs  to  provide  a  soil  evaluator  on  site  of  installations. 

Bill  Arnold  has  agreed  to  take  the  course  and  exam  to  become  a  soil 
evaluator  and  act  as  an  agent  to  the  board. 

We,  at  present,  have  no  daily  office  hours  but  may  be  reached  through  the 
selectmen’s  office  or  town  clerk. 

Respectfully  submitted,  Mark  R.  Zagranis,  Gail  Riley,  Paula  Hamel 
Merrimac  Board  of  Health 


Members: 

Mark  Zagranis 
Gail  Riley 
Paula  Hamel 
Agents  of  the  Board: 
Eileen  Strapanian 
Arthur  Hoyt 
Bill  Arnold 


Term  Expires  1996 
Term  Expires  1995 
Term  Expires  1995 

Town  Nurse 
Health  Agent 
Consultant  Engineer 
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Annual  Report 

of  the 

Merrimac  Fire  Department 

1994  was  a  bitter-sweet  year  for  the  Merrimac  Fire  Department.  Our  new 
Engine  arrived  on  July  25th,  a  well  built  vehicle  that  should  last  the  town 
for  many  years.  The  new  truck  was  put  through  a  pump  test  and  the 
equipment  was  loaded.  Then  started  the  training.  First  the  pump  operators, 
then  the  firefighters  that  would  be  manning  her.  On  the  28th  of  August  at 
8:00  P.M.  she  was  placed  in  service. 

Just  as  the  new  truck  was  put  into  service  the  cam  shaft  let  go  in  our  1st 
front  line  truck. 

On  August  28th  the  new  truck  went  on  its  maiden  run  with  firefighter  Edwin 
Noone  behind  the  wheel.  The  new  truck  was  christened  with  a  flaming  ball 
of  fire.  A  maintenance  truck  for  heavy  equipment  had  slammed  into  a  tree, 
and  burst  into  flames.  When  they  arrived  on  the  scene  diesel  fuel  was 
running  down  the  road  in  flames,  aerosol  cans  where  exploding  and  going 
through  the  air  like  missiles,  but  the  Officers  and  Firefighters  along  with  the 
new  lady  of  the  fleet  performed  their  job  well  with  no  extension  of  flames 
and  no  injuries. 

The  year  brought  on  more  problems  when  we  sent  our  ladder  truck  out  for 
certification.  It  failed  the  test,  with  a  few  minor  problems,  but  one  major 
problem  with  indentations  on  the  rail  of  the  ladder.  Thus,  at  this  writing  the 
ladder  is  still  out  of  service  and  we  are  still  seeking  answers.  The  truck  is 
so  old  no  one  wants  the  liability  of  fixing  it. 

We  received  many  complaints  from  the  drivers  of  the  rescue  truck  due  to 
its  handling  on  the  road  and  the  engine  was  very  tired.  The  Board  of 
Engineers  after  checking  it  all  out,  voted  to  take  the  truck  out  of  service  and 
off  the  road. 

Next  came  the  shortage  of  Emergency  Medical  Technicians  during  the 
daytime  hours.  Due  to  the  economy,  job  changes,  and  hour  changes,  we  no 
longer  have  the  man  power  to  move  the  ambulance  on  many  occasions,  thus 
we  have  had  to  call  the  Amesbury  Fire  Department  to  cover  our  runs. 

In  November  we  had  a  Firefighter  burnt  while  on  a  training  exercise  at  the 
Massachusetts  Fire  Fighting  Academy.  Fie  had  a  serious  bum  on  the  right 
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shoulder  and  forearm.  He  was  treated  at  the  Academy  then  by  his  own 
Physician  and  came  out  of  it  well. 

However,  we  have  so  many  other  things  to  be  thankful  for,  that  we  just  have 
to  work  a  little  harder  to  resolve  some  of  our  problems. 

Once  again  we  wish  to  thank  our  Firefighters  for  their  many  hours  of 
dedicated  service,  not  only  for  their  efforts  in  fighting  fires  or  covering 
ambulance  calls,  but  the  many  hours  they  put  into  other  activities.  They  do 
so  much  for  so  little. 

We  also  want  to  thank  the  Merrimac  Couplings,  for  their  services  to  the 
department.  This  year  they  made  donations  to  purchase  extra  air  tanks  for 
our  self  contained  breathing  apparatus  and  towards  our  laundry  room.  We 
thank  you  ladies. 

To  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  of  Merrimac  we  say  thank  you  for  your 
continued  support. 

We  also  want  to  thank  the  communities  who  work  with  us  on  mutual  aid, 
and  we  say  thank  you  for  the  quick  response  when  needed. 


Revenue  turn  into  the  Town  Office: 

Ambulance  Collections  $32,548.77 

Inspection  Fees  7,350.00 

Total  $39,89S.77 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Chief-Wallace  P.  Spencer 
Deputy  Chief-Brian  W.  Peavey 
Deputy  Chief-Ralph  W.  Spencer 
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MERRIMAC  FIRE  DEPARTMENT  1994  RESPONSES 


Ambulance  Calls 

258 

Illegal  bums 

6 

Faulty  alarms 

25 

Furnace  problems 

5 

Appliance  fires 

3 

Smoke  in  the  building 

1 

Dump  fires 

1 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

22 

Utility  problems 

9 

Structure  fires 

1 

Water  problems 

2 

Food  on  the  stove 

3 

Electrical  fires 

5 

Grass/Brush  fires 

15 

Motor  vehicle  fires 

13 

Fuel  leak 

1 

Lost  person 

1 

Wood  chip  pile  fires 

3 

Smoke  in  the  area 

2 

Newspaper  box  fire 

1 

Trash  barrel 

1 

Fire  drill  alarms 

2 

Chair  fire 

1 

Trees  on  wires 

2 

Trees  on  buildings 

2 

Car  hit  by  horse 

1 

FIRE  AMBULANCE 


Mutual  Aid  Given  16  14 


Mutual  Aid  Received  3  19 


45 


OFFICERS  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  MERRIMAC  FIRE  DEPT. 


Board  of  Fire  Engineers 

Chief  Wallace  P.  Spencer 

Deputy  Brian  W.  Peavey  *Deputy  Ralph  W.  Spencer 


Company  Officers 


Wayne  Brooks,  Capt. 

William  Dow,  Lt. 

Norman  Armstrong,  Capt.* 

Robert  Corthell,  Lt. 

Michael  Sloban,  Capt. 

Larry  Fisher,  Lt. 

Norman  Condon,  Capt. 

Joseph  Conroy,  Lt. 

Regular  Members 

N.  Wayne  Armstrong* 

Henry  Kelly* 

James  David 

Scott  Maker* 

Robert  Emery 

Elaine  McCarthy* 

Thomas  Flinn 

Edwin  Noone 

Wayne  Gadsby* 

Brian  Peavey  Jr. 

William  Graham 

Robert  Peters* 

Gregory  Hatch 

James  Sevigney 

James  Hume 

Eric  Shears* 

Patricia  Jordan 

Wayne  Smart* 

Thomas  Jordon 

Lester  Smith 

Clifton  Judson 

Mark  Soucy* 

Mark  Judson 

Stephen  Szarbo* 

Substitute  Members 

Gordon  Campbell 
Steve  Evans 
Anthony  McDonough 

^Indicates  Emergency  Medical  Technician 


Robert  Donelly 
George  Gould 
Wayne  Smart  II 
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Annual  Report 

of  the 

Recycling  Committee 

Merrimac’s  recycling  program  continues  to  grow!  In  1994,  186  tons  of 
materials  were  diverted  from  the  landfill  for  recycling,  a  60  percent  increase 
over  1993.  If  Merrimac  was  paying  a  trash  disposal  fee  similar  to  area  towns 
(for  example,  one  neighboring  town  pays  $85/ton  for  trash  disposal), 
Merrimac  would  have  saved  over  $15,000  in  1994  alone.  Newspaper  and 
paperboard  topped  the  list  of  recyclable  at  68  percent  (by  weight)  of  the  total 
materials  collected.  Merrimac  residents  now  fill  up  one  rolloff  container  (40 
cubic  yards)  each  weekend  with  paper!  The  table  below  provides  a 
breakdown  of  materials  collected  for  recycling  since  program  inception. 

In  1994,  the  recycling  program  added  several  new  items  to  the  list  of 
recyclables.  On  a  weekly  basis,  the  recycling  center  now  accepts  several 
types  of  plastics  (e.g.,  milk  jugs,  soda  bottles,  laundry  detergent  and 
shampoo  bottles)  and  corrugated  cardboard.  In  addition,  twice  each  year  the 
recycling  program  collects  textiles,  including  any  quality  of  used  clothing, 
linens,  and  stuffed  animals.  The  recycling  committee  hopes  to  add 
household  hazardous  waste  in  1995. 

The  recycling  program  is  pleased  to  provide  Merrimac  residents  with  a  legal 
alternative  to  the  disposal  of  waste  in  the  landfill.  As  of  December  31,1 994, 
the  State  of  Massachusetts  phased  in  the  last  of  its  landfill  disposal 
restrictions.  By  state  law,  Merrimac  residents  are  no  longer  allowed  to 
dispose  of  newspaper,  corrugated  cardboard,  and  plastic  containers  in  the 
landfill.  These  items  are  in  addition  to  previously  banned  materials, 
including  metal  and  glass  containers,  large  appliances,  automobile  batteries, 
tires,  waste  oil,  leaves  and  yard  wastes.  With  the  exception  of  yard  wastes, 
the  recycling  program  accepts  all  of  these  materials  on  a  weekly  basis  or  on 
published  special  collection  days. 

In  September,  the  recycling  center  expanded  its  hours  of  operation,  making 
recycling  more  accessible  and  convenient  for  town  residents.  The  recycling 
center  is  now  open  21  hours  per  week,  the  same  hours  as  the  landfill.  The 
expanded  hours  of  operation  qualified  Merrimac’s  recycling  program  for 
certification  as  a  state  approved  recycling  center.  (This  certification  status 
eases  the  state’s  inspection  and  enforcement  of  the  landfill  bans  for 
Merrimac’s  trash.) 
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In  conjunction  with  the  expanded  hours  of  operation,  part-time  monitors 
were  hired  to  staff  the  recycling  center.  The  job  of  the  recycling  monitors 
is  to  ensure  that  the  materials  collected  meet  quality  standards  specified  by 
vendors,  and  to  provide  information  and  assistance  to  town  residents. 
However,  given  the  traffic  at  the  recycling  center,  particularly  on  Saturdays, 
the  recycling  center  largely  remains  a  “help  yourself’  operation. 

The  recycling  committee  thanks  town  residents  for  their  continued  support 
and  participation  in  the  recycling  program.  A  special  “thank  you”  is 
extended  to  all  those  residents  who  volunteered  their  time  (or  trucks!) 
throughout  the  year  to  make  recycling  a  success  in  Merrimac! 


MATERIAL 

mi 

1993 

1994 

Metal  Cans  (lbs) 

3,020 

14,151 

19,998 

Aluminum  Cans  (lbs) 

701 

1,761 

2,600 

Paper  (lbs) 

no  records 

141,540 

249,840 

Glass  (lbs) 

N/A 

28,700 

64,760 

Plastic  (lbs) 

N/A 

N/A 

9,160 

Scrap  Metal  (lbs) 

N/A 

34,632 

16,343 

Appliances 

N/A 

157 

109 

Tires 

721 

527 

433 

Car  Batteries 

N/A 

158 

64 

Waste  Oil  (gallons) 

N/A 

940 

860 

Leaves  (cubic  yards) 

no  records 

300 

310 

Xmas  Trees 

N/A 

142 

50 

MATERIALS 

1992 

1993 

1994 

Textiles  (lbs) 

N/A 

ft 

N/A 

5,070 

48 


TOTALS  (lbs  only) 

3,721 

220,786 

367,771 

(tons) 

1.86 

110.39 

183.89 

Respectfully  submitted, 

The  Recycling  Committee 
Patricia  Dillon,  Chairperson 
Bruce  Evans 
Debbie  Knight 
Mary  Lyon 
Walter  Perkins 
Tony  Roberts 
Laura  Weaver 
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Annual  Report 

of  the 

Merrimac  Chief  of  Police 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen  and  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  of 
Merrimac,  Massachusetts: 

I  hereby  submit  my  annual  report  of  the  activities  of  the  Police  Department 
for  the  year  1994. 

1  wish  to  thank  the  citizens  of  the  Town  of  Merrimac  for  their  continued 
support  through  the  year.  I  also  wish  to  thank  the  men  and  women  of  the 
Merrimac  Police  Department  for  their  dedication  and  hard  work  that  makes 
Merrimac  one  of  the  safest  communities  in  Massachusetts. 

James  A.  Flynn,  Jr.,  Chief  of  Police 
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CATEGORY 

NUMBER  CHARGED 

FINED 

DISMISSED 

NOT  GUILTY 

CL 

% 

CONTINUED 

DYS 

HOUSE  OF  CORRECTION 

FILED, 

RESTITUTION 

OTHER 

TOTAL 

FINES 

Assault  &  Battery  with 
a  Dangerous  Weapon 

6 

1 

Pending  3 
Probation  2 

Assault  &  Battery  on  a 
Police  Officer 

3 

1 

1 

Pending  1 

$  500.00 

Assault  &  Battery 

1 

1 

Indecent  Assault  & 
Battery  on  child  under 
Fourteen 

1 

Pending  1 

Domestic  Assault  & 
Battery 

1 

Pending  1 

Violation  of  209A 
(Restraining  order) 

5 

1 

2 

Pending  1 
Probation  1 

Breaking  &  Entering 

1 

1 

Larceny 

4 

2 

Pending  2 

$  150.00 

Attempted  Larceny 

3 

1 

Pending  2 

Possession  Eulgarious 
Tools 

1 

1 

Receiving  Stolen 
Property 

1 

1 

5  100.00 

Thereat  to  Cotmit  a 

Crime 

1 

Pending-  1 

Possession  Dangerous 
Weapon  without  Permit 

2 

1 

Pending  1 

Possession  Firearm  with 
Serial  No.  Defaced 

1 

1 
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CATEGORY 

NUMBER  CHARGED 

FINED 

DISMISSED 

NOT  GUILTY 

% 

!  CONTINUED 

DYS 

HOUSE  OF  CORRECTION 

FILED. 

RESTITUTION 

OTHER 

TOTAL 

FINES 

Discharge  of  Firearm 
within  500'  Dwelling 

2 

Pending  2 

Trespass  with  Firearms 

2 

Pending  2 

Hunting  without  a 

License 

2 

• 

Pending  2 

Hunting  near  a  dwelling 

2 

Pending  2 

Possession  Cl  D 

Substance 

7 

1 

2 

Pending  3 
Probation  1 

$  200.00 

Possession  Hypodermic 
Syringe 

1 

Pending  1 

Possession  of  Fireworks 

2 

1 

Pending  1 

Malicious  Destruction 
of  Property 

5 

1 

1 

Pending  3 

Disorderly  Conduct 

9 

2 

2 

Pending  5 

$  200.00 

Disturbing  the  Peace 

3 

1 

Pending  2 

Operaring  Under  the 
Influence  Liqour 

16 

2 

2 

Pending  10 
Probation  2 

$  750.00 

Minor  Transporting 
Alcohol 

3 

1 

1 

1 

$  100.00 

Minor  in  Possession 
of  Alcohol 

12 

1 

9 

Pending  2 

$  50.00 

Open  Container 

Violation 

3 

2 

1 

$  1,000.00 

Leaving  the  Scene  of 
an  Accident 

7 

1 

Pending  6 

• 

l 

1 
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CATEGORY 

NUMBER  CHARGED 

FINED 

DISMISSED 

NOT  GUILTY 

APPEALED 

CONTINUED 

DYS 

HOUSE  OF  CORRECTION 

FILED, 

RESTITUTION 

OTHER 

TOTAL 

FINES 

Refusing  to  Stop  for  a 
Police  Officer 

8 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Pending  4 

$  100.00 

Operating  as  to 

Endanger 

10 

1 

Pending  8 
Probation  1 

Operating  after 

Suspens ion/Revocation 

17 

4 

3 

2 

Pending  8 

$  1,600.00 

Operating  with  Revoked 
Registration 

3 

Pending  3 

Operating  with  Revoked 
Insurance 

1 

Pending  1 

Uninsured  Motor  Vehicle 

21 

3 

2 

1 

1 

Pending  14 

$  1,500.00 

Unregistered  Motor 
Vehicle 

22 

9 

2 

Pending  8 
Not  Resp .  3 

.$  825.00 

Attaching  Plates 

6 

2 

1 

Pending  3 

$  225.00 

Speeding 

323 

261 

1 

3 

Pending  7 
Not  Resp. 51 

$26,965.00 

Marked  Lanes  Violations 

16 

11 

2 

Pending  2 
Not  Resp .  1 

$  1,050.00 

Stop  Sign  Violations 

38 

31 

1 

Not  Resp.  6 

$  1, ‘$50.00 

Inspection  Sticker 
Violations 

16 

12 

1 

Not  Resp .  3 

$  600.00 

No  License  in 

Possession 

29 

16 

1 

1 

4 

Pending  4 
Not  Resp. 3 

$  595.00 

Negligent  Operation 

1 

1 

False  Information  to  a 
Police  Officer 

1 

1 
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CA.TBC.ORY 

NUMBER  CHARGED 

1 - - - - 

FINED 

DISMISSED 

NOT  GUILTY 

n 

2? 

CONTINUED 

I 

DYS 

HOUSE  OF  CORRECTION 

FILED. 

RESTITUTION 

OTHER 

TOTAL 

FINES 

Nr-  Registration  in 
Possession 

9 

4 

1 

Pending  1 

Not  Resp.  3 

$  130.00 

Imp  repo  r  Starting, 
Stepping  i  Turning 

5 

2 

1 

Not  Resp.  2 

$  100.00 

.'r  i'-  etive  Equipment 

14 

8 

Pending  1 

Not  Resp .  5 

$  255.00 

Soot  Bolt  Violations 

24 

19 

1 

Not  Resp.  4 

$  500.00 

Failure  to  Notify  RMV 
Change  of  Address 

2 

1 

Pending  1 

$  35.00 

Allowing  Improper 
to  Operate 

1 

1 

1 

$  35.00 

Horst.  Ob'-actionable 
Noise 

1 

1 

$  50.00 

Operating  RV  on  Public 

1 

Pending  1 

Operating  without  a 

3 

2 

Pending  1 

$  110.00 

renewing  too  Close 

1 

1 

$  20.00 

Push  mg /Towing 
Unregistered  Motor 

1 

Not  Resp.  1 

Failure  to  Use  Caution 
Baching 

1 

Not  Resp.l 

Failure  to  Signal  Turn 

1 

1 

$  25.00 

Failure  to  Stop  for  a 
School bus 

1 

1 

$  200.00 
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CATEGORY 

NUMBER  CHARGED 

FINED 

DISMISSED 

NOT  GUILTY 

APPEALED 

CONTINUED 

DYS 

HOUSE  OF  CORRECTION 

FILED, 

RESTITUTION 

OTHER 

TOTAL 

FINES 

Failure  to  Display 
Headlights 

1 

1 

Failure  to  Yield 

1 

1 

On  War rants 

42 

Amesbury  5 
Civilian  1 
Concord  1 
Dracut  1 

DYS  1 

Georgetown  1 
Grove land  1 
Haverhill  4 
Lawrence  2 
Maynard  1 
Merrrrac  9 

Nebu report  2 
No.  Andover  1 
No.  Reading  1 
Salisbury  1 

So.  Hadley  1 
S.P.  Andover  1 
S.P.  Newbury  2 
Stoughton  1 
Texas  1 

Weston  2 

West  Newbury'  1 
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I  wish  to  thank  the  citizens  of  the  Tcwn  of  Merrimac  for  their  continued 
support  through  the  year.  I  also  wish  to  thank  the  men  and  women  of  the 
Merrimac  Police  Department  for  their  dedication  and  hard  work  that  makes 
Merrimac  one  of  the  safest  communities  in  Massachusetts. 


Respectfully  submitted, 


James  A.  Flynn,  Jr. 
Chief  of  Police 
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Annual  Report 

of  the 

Office  of  Treasurer 

To  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  the  Citizens  of  Merrimac: 

Please  accept  this  Treasurer’s  Report  for  the  year  ending  December  31, 
1994. 

By  the  time  this  communication  is  published  in  the  Town’s  Annual  Report, 
I  will  have  taken  my  seat  in  Boston  as  Representative  for  the  Second  Essex 
District.  What  I  learned  in  my  2  1/2  years  as  Town  Treasurer  will  be  of  great 
use  in  carrying  out  the  policy  making  responsibilities  of  a  State 
Representative.  I  would  like  to  thank  you  for  the  support  during  my  time  as 
Treasurer;  together  much  was  achieved  in  improving  the  Town’s  financial 
management. 

The  Town  made  progress  in  the  financial  management  area  during  1994, 
which  will  likely  be  confirmed  by  an  outside  audit.  This  audit  was  well 
underway  at  the  time  this  report  went  to  press  and  initial  indications  are  that 
our  financial  strength  continues  to  improve. 

The  extent  of  this  improvement  may  have  been  best  illustrated  in  May  1 994, 
when  our  Baa  1  bond  rating  was  maintained  by  Moody’s  Investors  Service. 
A  recap  of  the  events  associated  with  this  bond  issue  may  be  useful.  Until 
November  1991,  Merrimac  was  an  “A”  rated  community.  At  that  time,  the 
Town  dropped  to  a  Baa  1  and,  following  that  event,  went  into  a  period  of 
financial  difficulty.  Combined  with  the  general  economic  downturn  in  the 
area,  this  made  it  entirely  possible  that  Merrimac ’s  bond  rating  would 
continue  to  decline.  In  fact,  in  early  1994,  the  Pentucket  Regional  School 
District  went  through  the  same  bond  rating  analysis  and  was  downgraded. 
However,  due  to  long  hours  and  excellent  teamwork  between  this  office, 
the  Finance  Committee  and  BayBank’s  Municipal  Department,  Merrimac 
“bucked  the  trend”  and  maintained  the  Baa  1  rating.  This  resulted  in  interest 
cost  savings  of  more  than  $150,000  to  taxpayers. 

In  closing,  I  would  like  to  say  that  real  government  takes  place  at  the  local 
level.  Merrimac  is  fortunate  to  have  a  supportive  citizenry  and  I  have  been 
privileged  to  work  on  your  behalf. 

Respectfully  submitted,  Harriett  L.  Stanley  Treasurer 
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Annual  Report 

of  the 

Merrimac  Conservation  Commission 

Both  accomplishments  and  shortfalls  can  be  cited  for  the  Commission’s 
work  over  the  past  year.  Proudest  accomplishment  would  no  doubt  be  the 
cooperation  and  study  given  by  members  Paul  Geoghegan  and  Allan 
Pollock  to  work  with  the  Water  Department  in  order  to  come  up  with  a 
Public  Water  District  Protective  By-law.  The  parameters  and  regulations 
were  worked  out  over  the  winter  months,  publicized  in  the  early  spring,  and 
voted  upon  at  last  year’s  Town  Meeting  with  the  result  of  its  being  accepted. 

The  Commission’s  greatest  problem  as  an  all-volunteer,  appointed  group, 
is  that  it  lacks  the  ability  to  pursue  follow-up  with  applicant  developers  and 
contractors  in  order  to  assure  compliance  with  project  orders  of  conditions 
set  in  place  to  prevent  damaging  invasion  of  natural  wetlands  or  to  prevent 
building  conditions  which  would  aggravate  the  natural  capacity  of  water 
storage  areas  already  receiving  run-off  from  water  sheds  and  man-made 
improvements.  Being  available  to  answer  everyday  questions  about 
regulations,  to  pursue  site  surveys,  and  to  issue  working  orders  acceptable 
to  involved  parties  is  becoming  more  time  consuming.  There  is  need  of  a 
part-time  administrator  to  act  as  staff  recorder  and  correspondent  as  well  as 
specification  writer  and  field  overseer  for  Commission  projects.  We  need 
to  be  thinking  about  this  as  we  approach  the  even  larger  task  of  setting  out 
all  of  the  town’s  wetland  resource  areas  upon  a  single  overlay  map.  The 
finished  product  will  produce  a  much  needed  tool  for  not  only  the 
Commission,  but  for  the  assessors,  planning  board  and  zoning  board  of 
appeals.  It  will  also  serve  as  imptus  for  a  new  Town  Master  Plan. 

We  are  fortunate  to  have  a  Commission  made  up  of  mostly  civil  engineers 
and  scientists  who  understand  the  importance  of  ecological  balances  in 
man-made  developments.  Under  the  guidance  of  Louis  Nucci,  Chairman, 
who  continues  to  offer  us  professional  facilities  which  would  just  not  be 
possible  with  our  underfunded  budget,  we  continue  to  make  progress,  but 
there  is  much  ahead  of  us  that  will  require  local  funding  and  support. 

Conservation  Commission  members: 

Louis  Nucci,  Chairman  Bruce  Evans  Paul  Geoghagan 

Allan  Pollock  Robert  Prokop  Robert  Topitzer 

Arthur  Yarranton 
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Annual  Report 

of  the 

Board  of  Assessors 

For  Fiscal  1995  (July  1,  1994  to  June  30,  1995)  the  Board  of  Assessors 
successfully  completed  the  State  mandated  recertification.  Final  values 
were  approved  the  last  week  of  November  1994  and  the  tax  rate  was 
approved  the  third  week  of  December  1994  and  the  tax  bills  were  mailed 
December  30, 1994.  The  tax  rate  increased  $  1 . 1 1  from  $1 3,97  to  Si  5.08  per 
thousand.  There  were  two  major  reasons  for  this  tax  increase.  The  first  was 
the  Debt  Exclusion  for  the  schools.  This  was  the  first  year  that  all  four 
schools  were  included.  The  Debt  Exclusion  represents  $2.34  per  thousand 
of  the  tax  rate.  The  second  reason  was  the  recertification  of  values.  There 
was  an  overall  decrease  in  the  total  value  in  town. 

Many  times  the  Board  of  Assessors  are  asked,  “With  all  the  new 
construction  in  town,  why  do  the  taxes  go  up?”.  Good  question!  Each  year 
when  the  new  budget  is  being  prepared  we  are  asked  by  the  Finance 
Committee  for  an  estimate  for  new  growth,  this  is  used  to  help  determine 
what  can  be  spent  at  Town  Meeting.  Also,  at  the  State  level  this  is  used  to 
determine  the  maximum  levy  that  can  be  assessed  to  the  Tax  payers. 

With  regard  to  the  moneys  given  the  Board  of  Assessors,  Tax  Collector  and 
Building  Inspector  for  the  new  computer  system,  the  Tax  collector  was  on 
line  and  running  before  the  end  of  December  1 994.  The  bills  and  Assessors 
commitment  books  were  done  in-house  for  the  first  time.  The  Assessors 
and  the  Building  Inspector  will  be  on  line  prior  to  Town  Meeting  1 995.  This 
was  delayed  so  as  to  finish  the  recertification  on  time.  The  Town  of 
Merrimac  should  see  an  immediate  savings  starting  in  Fiscal  1995. 

If  you  have  any  questions,  please  call  the  Assessor’s  office  and  someone 
will  get  back  to  you. 

Respectfully  Submitted,  The  Board  of  Assessors 


Edward  R.  Davis,  MAA  Chairman  Term  Expires  1997 

George  W.  Mutti,  MAA  Term  Expires  1996 

Martha  A.  Schena  Term  expires  1998 
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Tax  Rate  Recapitulation  Fiscal  1995 


1.  Tax  Rate  Summary 


A.  Total  Amount  to  be  Raised 

$6,733,150.94 

B.  Estimated  Receipts  and  Revenue 

3,066,711.33 

C.  Net  Amount  to  be  Raised  by  Taxation 

3,666,439.61 

D.  Classified  Tax  Levies: 

Residential 

91.2909 

Open  Space 

0 

Commercial 

5.3192 

Industrial 

1.9940 

Personal 

1.3959 

Total 

100.00% 

2.  Amount  to  be  Raised 

A.  Appropriations 

$6,590,191.13 

B2.  Debt  &  Interest 

47,831.88 

B4.  Overlay  Deficits 

1,732.67 

B5.  Cherry  Sheet  Offsets 

9,285.00 

C.  State  &  County  Charges 

35,556.00 

D.  Overlay 

48,554.26 

E.  Total  Amount  to  be  Raised 

6,733,150.94 

3.  Estimated  Receipts  and  Other  Revenue  Sources 

A.  Estimated  Receipts  -  State 

919,083.00 

B.  Estimated  Receipts  -  Local 

1,470,046.20 

C.  Revenue  Appropriated 

197,403.13 

D.  Other  Revenues  to  Reduce  Tax  Rate 

480,179.00 

E.  Total 

3,066,711.33 

Number  of  Accounts  Taxable  -  Real  Estate 

Apartment  Buildings 

4 

Commercial 

68 

Condominium 

109 

Industrial 

21 

Residential  -  single  family 

1225 

Residential  -  two  family 

128 

Residential  -  three  family 

7 

Residential  -  four  family 

5 

Residential/Commercial  mixed 

49 

Residential  -  land 

247 

Total 

1863 
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Annual  Report 

of  the 

Merrimac  Water  Department 

The  Board  of  Water  Commissioners  and  Manager  for  the  Merrimac  Water 
Department  present  their  annual  report  for  calendar  year  1994. 

During  1994,  there  were  a  total  of  32  connections  added  to  the  town’s  water 
system  bringing  the  number  of  total  water  connections  to  1,493. 

PRIVILEGE  FEE:  $27,200  was  collected  during  1994  for  connections  to 
the  water  system  and  deposited  to  “Privilege  Fee”,  a  special  fund  established 
to  allow  appropriations  for  the  purpose  of  operating,  maintaining  and 
improving  the  water  system. 

SYSTEM  IMPROVEMENTS:  Efforts  continued  throughout  the  year  to 
maintain  and  improve  water  quality  and  service.  Wells  were  redeveloped 
and  cleaned  at  Sargent  Pit  Wellfield.  New  pumps  and  controls  were 
installed  at  East  Main  Street  to  improve  pumping  capability  and  efficiency. 
A  530  foot  section  of  2  inch  water  main  was  replaced  on  River  Road  with 
8  inch  main,  dramatically  improving  service  to  customers. 

CONSERVATION:  In  June,  1994,  a  Leak  Detection  Survey  was 
completed.  The  survey  proved  to  be  cost  effective.  The  detection  and 
immediate  repair  of  a  significant  leak  not  only  reduced  our  water  demand, 
but  helped  in  reducing  pumping  and  chemical  cost. 

PROGRAM  APPROVED  AND  IMPLEMENTED: 

A  Cross-Connection  program  was  enacted  to  protect  the  water  system 
from  contamination  due  to  backflow.  A  Groundwater  Protection  Bylaw 
was  approved  in  May,  1994  to  establish  regulations  to  provide  enhanced 
protection  to  our  watershed  and  recharge  areas. 

WATER  QUALITY  MONITORING:  The  Water  Department  applied 
for  and  received  waivers  from  quarterly  testing  that  would  require 
significant  budgetary  increases.  However,  the  Water  Department  does 
continue  to  test  as  recommended  by  the  DEP.  Throughout  the  year  all  water 
quality  sampling  was  acceptable. 

Respectfully  submitted,  Linda  Soucy 
Manager  for  the  Merrimac  Water  Commissioners 
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MERRIMAC  WATER  DEPARTMENT  INCOME  STATEMENT 
JUNE  30,  1994 


REVENUE 


Residential,  comm.,  Municipal  Rates 

$552,613.55 

Water  Sprinkler 

200.00 

Water  Miscellaneous 

17,676.80 

Fiscal  Year  Liens 

9,073.73 

Total  Revenues  Collected 

579,564.08 

EXPENSES 

Manager's  Salary 

13,918.80 

Office  Salary 

7,594.65 

Water  Department  Wages 

72,712.29 

Overtime 

13,578.71 

Office  Supplies 

19,904.47 

f  uel  Heat. 

6,475.60 

Purchased  Power 

42,273.04 

Stock 

32,409.97 

Transportation 

2,521.33 

Engineering 

5,697.79 

Real  Estate  Taxes  (NH) 

2,266.00 

Water  Testing 

2,962.00 

Chemicals 

44,674.69 

Cross  Connection 

650.00 

Phase  II 

4,536.10 

Roadway  &  Excavation 

6,015.00 

Commissioners  Salary 

840.00 

Total  Direct  Expenses 

279,030.44 
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WATER  BOND  EXPENSES 
Filter  Plant  Bonds 


227,542,50 


Standpipe  Bond  10,925.00 

Total  Water  Bond  Expense  238,467.50 


WATER  DEPT.  SHARE  INS.,  WORKERS 
COMP.,  FICA 

TOTAL  WATER  DEPARTMENT  EXPENSES 
TOTAL  PROFIT  (LOSS) 


SPECIAL  APPROPRIATIONS-CAPITAL  IMPROVEMENT 
FUND 

Water  Main  Replacement 

17,000.00 

Water  Exploration 

6,223.80 

East  Main  St.  Pumps  &  Control 

11,248.30 

East  Main  St.  Wellfield  Upgrade 

8,551.40 

Wellfield  Redevelopment 

604.80 

10,000.00 

527,497.94 

52,066.14 
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Annual  Report 

of  the 

Merrimac  Light  Department 

While  operating  cost  continue  to  rise,  the  Merrimac  Light  Department  has 
been  able  to  maintain  electric  rates,  unchanged  since  1991.  It  is  our 
ambition  to  maintain  stable  rates  while  working  to  provide  high  quality, 
reliable  electric  service. 

During  1994  the  Merrimac  Light  Department  continued  its  efforts  to 
upgrade  the  distribution  system  to  improve  service.  The  improvements 
made  to  the  system  will  also  help  to  reduce  line  loss,  which  represents  a 
savings  to  the  department. 

POLE  REPLACEMENT  -  37  poles  were  placed  throughout  the  service 
area  for  system  upgrades  and  routine  maintenance. 

SERVICE  INSTALLATION  -  50  new  services  were  added  to  the  system. 
Some  84  meter  changes  were  completed.  A  total  of  2,296  electric  meters 
were  in  service  at  year’s  end. 

CUSTOMER  CALLS  -  The  Merrimac  Light  Department  answered  126 
customer  calls  for  emergency  and  routine  assistance. 

ENERGY  AUDITS  -  During  1 994,  54  customers  took  advantage  of  free 
residential  energy  audits  offered  by  the  Merrimac  Light  Department  and 
performed  by  Mass.  Save. 

IN  LIEU  OF  TAX  PAYMENT  -  The  Merrimac  Light  Department 
contributed  $5,000.00  to  the  town  as  an  in  lieu  of  tax  payment,  as  well  as 
providing  street  lighting  with  energy  charges  totaling  $1 1,245.00. 

Respectfully  Submitted,  Linda  Soucy 
Manager  for  the  Board  of  Light  Commissioners 


64 


MERRIMAC  ELECTRIC  LIGHT  DEPARTMENT  STATEMENT 
OF  INCOME  FOR  THE  YEAR  1994 


Increase  or 

Current  Year 

(Decrease) 
from  Preceding 

Year 

Operating  Income 


Operating  Revenue 

2,059,911.13 

68,711.98 

Operating  Expenses 

Operating  Expenses 

1,738,561.39 

63,679.09 

Maintenance  Expense 

48,613.54 

(7,917.85) 

Depreciation  Expense 

140,163.24 

20,522.40 

Total  Operating  Expense 

1,927,338.17 

76,283.64 

Operating  Income 

132,572.96 

(7,571.66) 

Other  Income 


Income  from  Merchandising,  Jobbing 

&  Contract  Work 

Interest  Income 

8,084.02 

1,889.60 

Miscellaneous  Non-operating  Income 

Total  Income 

140,656.98 

(5,682.06) 

Interest  Charges 


Interests  on  Bonds  &  Notes 

0.00 

(1,516.01) 

Other  Interest  Charges 

Total  Interest  Charges 

0.00 

(1,516.01) 

Net  Income 

140,656.98 

(4,166.05) 
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Earned  Surplus 

Debits 

Credits 

Unappropriated  Earned  Surplus 
(at  beginning  of  period) 

1,144,830.48 

Balance  Transferred  from  Income 

140,656.98 

Misc.  Credits  to  Surplus 

Misc.  Debits  to  Surplus 

Appropriations  of  Surplus 

5,000.00 

Surplus  applied  to  Depreciation 

Unappropriated  Earned  Surplus 
(at  end  of  period) 

1,280,487.46 

Total 

1,285,487.46 

1,285,487.46 

MERRIMAC  ELECTRIC  LIGHT  DEPARTMENT 
COMPARATIVE  BALANCE  SHEET  1994 


Assets 

Balance 

Beginning  of 

Year 

Balance  End 

of  Year 

Increase  or 

(Decrease) 

Utility  Plant 

Utility  Plant  -  Electric 

1,642,463.29 

1,653,647.08 

11,183.79 

Fund  Accounts 

Sinking  Funds 

719.17 

719.17 

Depreciation  Fund 

236,705.04 

247,354.21 

10,649.17 

Total  Funds 

237,424.21 

248,073.38 

10,649.17 

Current  and  Accrued  Assets 

Cash 

213,390.59 

331,653.42 

118,262.83 
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Special  Deposits 

16,175.85 

20,375.85 

4,200.00 

Working  Funds 

60.00 

60.00 

Customer  Accounts 
Receivable 

100,053.84 

77,635.05 

(22,418.79) 

Other  Accounts 

Receivable 

Receivables  from 
Municipality 

8,735.83 

16,185.64 

7,449.81 

Materials  and  Supplies 

15,001.94 

15,001.94 

Prepayments 

8,209.00 

8,239.00 

30.00 

Deferred  Debits 


Misc.  Current  Assets 

7,204.16 

6,963.81 

(240.35) 

Total  Assets  &  Other 

2,248,718.71 

2,377,835.17 

129,116.46 

Debits 

Liabilities 


Surplus 


Loans  Repayment 

462,700.00 

462,700.00 

Appropriations  for 

8,889.05 

8,889.05 

Construction  Repayments 

Unappropriated  Earned 
Surplus 

1,114,830.48 

1,280,487.46 

135,656.98 

Long  Term  Debt 


Bond 

Notes  Payable 

Current  &  Accrued  Liabilities 

Accounts  Payable 

252,391.47 

245,345.39 

(7,046.08) 
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Customer  Deposits 

16,175.85 

20,375.85 

4,200.00 

Misc.  Current  &  Accrued 
Liabilities 

7,204.16 

6,963.81 

(240.35) 

Deferred  Credits 

Customer  Advances  for 
Construction 

1,220.67 

1,220.67 

Reserves 

Reserves  for 

Uncollectable  Accounts 

7,299.24 

3,854.15 

(3,454.09) 

Contributions  in  Aid  of  Construction 


Contributions  in  Aid  of 
Construction 

348,007.79 

348,007.79 

Total  Liabilities  and  Other 
Credits 

2,248,718.71 

2,377,835.17 

129,116.46 
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Annual  Report 

of  the 

Merrimac  Playground  Commission 

To:  The  Citizens  of  Merrimac  and  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectman 

The  Playground  Commission  wishes  to  extend  its  appreciation  to  all  of  you 
who  helped  to  make  the  past  year  an  important  and  successful  one  for  the 
recreation  programs  in  Merrimac.  First  and  foremost,  we  would  like  to 
thank  the  taxpayers  and  townspeople  of  Merrimac  for  their  support  this  past 
year.  With  your  support  we  were  able  to  purchase  a  much  needed 
tractor/mower-  that  will  serve  our  needs  for  many  years  to  come.  We  are 
grateful  to  the  many  of  you  who  volunteered  your  time  to  serve  as  coaches, 
officials,  scorekeeper,  grounds  keepers  and  fund  raisers  in  order  to  provide 
for  the  recreational  needs  of  the  children  of  Merrimac.  The  Merrimac 
Athletic  Association  and  the  Merrimac  Soccer  Club  continue  to  service  over 
two  hundred  children  each  year. 

Substantial  progress  was  made  last  year  at  Carriage  Town  Park  on  Emery 
Street.  The  funding  provided  at  last  year’s  town  meeting  allowed  for  the 
completion  of  preparatory  site  work  at  Carriage  Town  Park.  We  anticipate 
that  the  initial  playing  field  will  be  completed  this  spring  and  be  ready  for 
use  next  year.  Many  individuals  and  local  businesses  provided  no  cost  and 
low  cost  services  that  enabled  the  work  to  progress.  A  special  thank  you  is 
extended  to  Ralph  Buzzell  Trucking,  Inc.,  Driveway  by  Design,  George 
Dupree,  Layco  Inc.,  Scott  Maker  and  Pennacchio  Trucking.  We  are 
indebted  to  the  Merrimac  Soccer  Club,  the  Merrimac  Athletic  Association 
and  the  Friends  of  the  Merrimac  Playground  for  the  financial  support  they 
have  offered  to  enable  us  to  finish  the  project  this  spring.  We  also  thank 
the  Pentucket  School  Building  Committee  and  the  Board  of  Selectmen  for 
their  support  of  our  efforts.  This  project  is  the  result  of  many  hours  of  hard 
work  and  fund  raising  by  a  great  number  of  people  and  we  thank  all  of  you 
for  helping  to  create  such  an  important  resource  for  the  town. 

As  always,  we  thank  the  Highway  Department  whose  invaluable  assistance 
allows  us  to  reduce  our  operating  expenses.  We  congratulate  our 
maintenance  staff  for  their  fine  work  in  maintaining  our  facilities.  The 
Supervised  Play  program  serviced  over  1 50  children  this  past  summer  under 
difficult  circumstances,  as  the  Donaghue  School  facility  was  unavailable 
due  to  construction  of  the  addition.  We  were  pleased  and  impressed  by  the 
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staffs  perseverance  and  ability  to  offer  a  quality  program  under  less  than 
ideal  circumstances.  We  look  forward  to  returning  the  program  to  the 
Donaghue  School  site  this  summer. 


Finally,  we  offer  best  wishes  and  a  special  thank  you  to  Leon  Smith  who 
ended  his  role  on  the  Commission  last  year  after  many  years  of  dedicated 
service  to  the  Commission  and  the  town.  During  his  long  tenure  on  the 
Commission  he  worked  hard  to  provide  for  the  recreational  needs  of  the 
town  and  his  presence  will  be  missed. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

Wayne  Bickford, Secretary 
Thomas  Graziano 
James  Hume 
David  Riley 

Michael  Stevens,  Chairman 


Term  Expires  1999 
Term  Expires  1997 
Term  Expires  1998 
Term  Expires  1995 
Term  Expires  1996 
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Annual  Report 

of  the 

Merrimac  Planning  Board 

During  the  past  year  the  Planning  Board  has  held  19  regular  meetings  and 
3  Work  Shop  meetings. 

A  Hearing  was  held  to  establish  a  By-Law  for  an  Over-Lay  District  for  the 
Protection  of  Ground  Water.  Passed  at  the  Annual  Town  Meeting. 

A  hearing  was  held  on  the  Pine  Meadows  Subdivision,  off  Bear  Hill  Road, 
The  Definitive  Plan  accepted. 

Drainage  complaints  in  two  subdivisions  received,  investigated  and 
corrected. 

Complaints  of  trash  being  dumped  in  a  sub  division,  investigated  with  the 
Chairman  of  the  Health  Department  and  still  under  investigation  by  the 
Massachusetts  Dept,  of  Environmental  Affairs. 

Received  and  accepted  Preliminary  plans  for  Woodland  Hill  Subdivision, 
off  Woodland  Street. 

Twelve  Form  As  were  signed  in  various  areas  of  the  community. 

Board  members  expressed  their  thanks  for  cooperation  from  other  Town 
Departments. 

Chairman  Arthur  Evans 
Joseph  Carter, Vice  Chairman 
A.  Earl  Baumgardner,  Clerk 
Richard  Gosselin 
Arthur  O’Keefe 
Joseph  Carter,  Rep.  to  MVPC 
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Annual  Report 

of  the 

Merrimac  Arts  Council 

The  Merrimac  Arts  Council  is  a  volunteer  organization  whose  purpose  is  to 
act  as  a  local  review  panel  for  citizens  who  wish  to  apply  to  the 
Massachusetts  Cultural  Council  for  arts/humanities  grants  which  are  funded 
by  the  State  lottery. 

The  Massachusetts  Cultural  Council,  (MCC),  whose  budget  is 
recommended  by  the  Governor  and  finalized  by  the  legislature,  distributes 
a  portion  of  its  money  annually  to  all  State  municipalities  with  a  local 
cultural  council  in  place  based  on  a  formula  that  includes  population  and 
equalized  property  value.  The  state  funds  are  distributed  solely  to  promote 
excellence,  access,  education  and  diversity  in  the  arts,  humanities  and 
sciences. 

Local  applications  for  the  sponsoring  of  appropriate  projects  are  submitted 
to  the  Merrimac  Arts  Council  for  an  initial  review  and  are  then  forwarded 
to  the  MCC  for  final  review  and  approval. 

In  fiscal  year  1994,  the  Arts  Council  funded  either  totally,  or  in  part,  8 
projects  for  the  benefit  of  Merrimac  residents,  distributing  $2,312  (the 
town’s  annual  grant  award).  The  projects  included  high  school  classroom 
visits  by  actors  and  directors  from  a  local  theater  group;  an  intergenerational 
storyteller  at  the  Senior  Center;  the  production  of  a  logo  banner  for  the 
Historical  Museum;  public  library  passes  to  the  Boston  Museum  of  Science; 
a  Native  American  demonstration  and  program  at  the  Sweetsir  School;  a 
free  brass  band  concert;  storyteller  program  at  the  middle  school  and  a 
sixth-grade  students’  field  trip  to  the  Boston  Computer  Museum. 


Nick  Fiorello 

2nd  3 year  term 

expires  1 996 

Ann  Tucker 

2nd  3 year  term 

expires  1 996 

Nancy  Hocking  McDonough  2nd  3 year  term 

expires  1996 

Colleen  Ranshaw-Fiorello 

2nd  3 year  term 

expires  1996 

Kathy  Meuse 

1st  3  year  term 

expires  1 996 

Dorothy  Patten 

1st  3  year  term 

expires  1996 

Judy  Flynn 

1st  3  year  term 

expires  1996 

Nannette  Becker 

1st  3  year  term 

expires  1 996 

Laura  Linard 

1st  3yearterm 

expires  1 996 

Hanna  Trautmann 

1st  3  year  term 
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expires  1 996 

Annual  Report 

of  the 

Board  of  Sewer  Commissioners 


The  following  is  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Sewer  Commissioners  for  the 
calendar  year  1994: 

The  Merrimac  Wastewater  Treatment  Facility  is  an  extended  aeration 
oxidation  ditch  process  designed  to  treat  450,000  gallons  of  raw  sewage  and 
1 ,000  gallons  of  septage  per  day. 

In  1994  1 16,370,000  gallons  of  raw  sewage  and  49,000  gallons  of  septage 
were  treated.  The  average  daily  flow  treated  was  318,820  gallons  of  raw 
sewage  and  123  gallons  of  septage.  The  facility  ended  1994  operating  at 
7 1%  of  capacity.  The  EPA  permit  requires  a  minimum  treatment  efficiency 
of  85%;  the  average  monthly  treatment  efficiency  was  91.3%. 

The  waste  treatment  process  generated  390  cubic  yards  of  wet  sludge  that 
were  recycled  for  agricultural  reuse  as  approved  by  the  Mass.  DEP. 


Revenue  FY  94 


Invoiced  user  fees 


$255,869.78 
(17,717.97  uncollected  user  fees) 


Collected: 

User  fees 
Liens 
Septage 
Total  Collected 


258,979.85 


248,547.19 


8,682.66 

1,750.00 


Expenditures: 


O&M 

Interest  Belt 
Total  Expended 


244.166.45 
1&28, 820.00 

252.986.45 


Development  Fund: 

Balance  end  of  FY  93 
Collected  FY 
Total 


9484,996.17 

20,493.70 

105,489.87 
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Expended: 

Principal  Belt  1&2 
Pad 

Connections 
lota!  Expended 


35,000.00 

40,000.00 

4,000.00 

79,000.00 


Balance  end  of  FY  94 


26,489.87 


R e s pec tf'ully  submitted, 

Arthur  1).  Evans,  Chairman  Board  of  Sewer  Commissioners 

BOARD  OF  SEWER  COMMISSIONERS 

Arthur  D.  Evans 
1 4  Nichols  Street 
346-8428 

Term  Expires:  1995 

John  M.  Cryan 
1 02  River  Road 
346-8260 

'Perm  Expires:  1996 

Richard  J.  Powers 
1  Willowdale  Drive 
346-8191 

Term  Expires:  1997 
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Annual  Report 

of  the 

Office  of  Town  Clerk 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen: 

Gentlemen:  As  Town  Clerk  of  the  Town  of  Merrimac,  I  hereby  submit  my 
annual  report  for  the  year  1 994. 


BIRTHS 

Number  of  births  recorded 

Males 

Females 

Father,  native  born 

Mother,  native  bom 

Father  and  Mother  both  native  born 

Father  and  Mother  both  foreign  born 

Mixed  parentage 

MARRIAGES 

Number  of  marriages  recorded 
First  marriage  of  groom 
First  marriage  of  bride 
Groom,  native  bom 
Bride,  native  bom 
Average  age  of  groom 
Average  age  of  bride 

DEATHS 

Number  of  deaths  recorded 

Males 

Females 

Under  five  years 
Males,  native  bom 
Females,  native  bom 
Parents,  native  bom 
Parents,  foreign  bom 
Mixed  parentage 
Average  age 
Oldest  person 


63 


62 

59 

58 

0 

5 


24 

16 

31 

30 

34 


11 

12 

0 

11 

12 

18 

3 

-> 

70 

97 
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LICENSES 

Total  dog  licenses 

263 

Male 

135 

Female 

6 

Spayed  Female 

122 

Kennel  licenses 

1 

Sporting  licenses 

233 

Minor’s  sporting  licenses 

4 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Patricia  E.  True,  Town  Clerk 
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Annual  Report 

of  the 

Merrimac  Council  On  Aging 

The  Councils  on  Aging  in  the  state  of  Massachusetts  have  evolved 
considerably  in  the  last  few  years,  from  a  principally  social  environment  to 
providers  of  a  wide  range  of  services: 

Free  Health  Clinics-Blood  Pressure,  Cholesterol  Screening,  Blood  Sugar 
Testing,  Vision  Testing,  Hearing  Clinics,  Home  Health  Visiting  Nurse 
Association  Clinics,  Amesbury  Health  Center  Clinic,  Podiatrist,  etc. 

Free  Legal  Aide-a  legal  aide  is  provided  through  Merrimac  Valley  Legal 
Services,  through  a  grant  to  do  on-site  services  at  Councils  on  Aging. 

Exercise  Classes-low  impact,  low  stress  exercise  classes  with  a  certified 
instructor;  bowling,  bocce,  line  dancing  for  beginners  &  intermediates, 
horseshoes,  and  shuffleboard. 

Transportation-Through  volunteer  drivers,  and  the  Groveland  & 
Merrimac  Van,  the  C.O.A.  is  able  to  provide  seniors  and  handicapped 
persons  rides  to  medical  appointments,  hospitals,  shopping,  meal  sites,  etc. 

Advocacy-Through  this  agency  the  Director  is  able  to  act  as  an  advocate  to 
protect  any  senior  from  physical,  emotional,  or  verbal  abuse,  working  with 
the  police  department  and  Elder  Services  of  Merrimack  Valley.  The 
Director  acts  as  an  advocate  on  behalf  of  the  elderly  in  Merrimac,  attending 
meetings  throughout  the  state  to  keep  apprised  of  current  issues  and  policies. 
[The  Director,  Laura  Mailman,  is  currently  serving  on  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  Merrimack  Valley  Elder  Services,  is  the  Secretary  for  the 
Northeast  Area  Councils  on  Aging,  and  is  a  Corporate  member  of  Northern 
Essex  Elder  Transport]. 

Outreach-The  Council  on  Aging  has  maintained  excellent  outreach 
services  through  two  senior  aides  who  each  work  20  hours  per  week.  They 
are  responsible  for  calling  homebound  or  sick  elders,  visiting  with  them, 
keeping  them  informed,  arranging  transportation,  and  generally 
coordinating  services  between  the  council  and  the  senior.  The  aides  are 
provided  through  a  grant  from  Elder  Services  of  Merrimack  Valley  for  up 
to  two  years. 
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Meals  on  Wheels-the  Merrimack  Valley  Nutrition  Program  served  4,273 
meals  to  homebound  seniors  in  Merrimac,  allowing  them  to  remain  in  their 
home  and  not  in  rehabilitation  or  nursing  homes. 

SHARE-The  C.O.A.  continues  to  sponsor  S.H.A.R.E.  (Self-Help  and 
Resource  Exchange)  a  national  program  that  enables  anyone,  regardless  of 
age  or  income,  to  exchange  volunteer  hours  and  money  for  groceries  at  a 
reduced  cost.  Between  fifty  and  sixty  families  participate  each  month. 
Social-The  Senior  Center  provides  a  place  where  seniors  can  come  for 
monthly  luncheons,  hobbies,  entertainment  and  special  interest  classes 
geared  toward  their  needs;  we  provide  a  place  for  seniors  to  find 
companionship  and  assistance.  The  Center  is  open  daily  for  coffee  and 
donuts  on  a  drop-in  basis  for  seniors  and  their  guests.  Day  trips  are 
sponsored  for  education  and  fun  at  affordable  prices. 

Friends  of  the  Council  on  Aging-The  Friends,  as  the  major  fundraising 
organization  for  Merrimac  seniors,  work  hard  throughout  the  year  to  raise 
money  for  the  various  needs  of  the  Senior  Center.  Through  their  generosity- 
they  have  helped  to  fund  transportation  for  seniors  in  Merrimac,  purchased 
a  dishwasher  for  the  Center,  funded  programs  for  seniors  and  helped  to 
defray  the  daily  expenses  of  operating  the  Center.  The  134  members  of  the 
Friends  gave  over  1 50  hours  of  volunteer  time  each  month! 

Old  Home  Day-the  C.O.A.  has  actively  supported  and  participated  in  Old 
Home  Days  with  the  Annual  Bean  Supper,  and  Ice  Cream  Social,  and  free 
health  clinics. 

Intergenerational  Community  Program-Seniors  and  the  third  graders  of 
Donaghue  School  participated  in  a  highly  successful  pen  pal  program.  The 
seniors  shared  life-stories  of  their  youth  with  their  pen  pals,  helping  the 
students  learn  how  life  has  changed.  With  a  grant  from  the  Merrimac  Arts 
Lottery  Council,  the  C.O.A.  sponsored  an  inter-generational  performance 
by  folk  singer  and  storyteller,  Tim  Van  Egmond.  Students  from  Pentucket 
Regional  High  School  have  volunteered  at  Council  luncheons,  baked 
cookies  for  seniors  at  Christmas,  and  sponsored  a  free  spaghetti  dinner  and 
dance.  The  music  department  of  Donaghue  School,  under  the  direction  of 
Ms.  Veronica  Laite,  performed  for  the  council  several  times. 
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Council  on  Aging  Board  Members 

Irene  Kimbrell,  Chairman 
Terri  Walden,  Vice-Chairman 
Dorothy  Lumsden,  Secretary 
James  Murphy,  Treasurer 
Elizabeth  Pittman 
Mary  Cheney 
Roy  Minihan 
Inez  Lund 
Herb  Gynan 

Colleen-Ranshaw-Fiorello 


Friends  of  C.O.A.  Officers 

Margaret  Gynan,  Chairman 
Sophie  Wozniak,  Vice-Chairman 
Evelyn  Greeley,  Secretary 
Sue  Ranshaw,  Treasurer 
Albert  Desrosier,  Director  at  Large 
Carrie  Desrosier,  Director  at  Large 
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Annual  Report 

of  the 

Whittier  Regional  Vocational  Technical 

High  School 

TO:  The  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen 
FROM:  Paul  M.  Tucker,  Whittier  Representative 

Karen  Sarkisian  Prentice,  Superintendent/Director 

Whittier  Regional  Vocational  Technical  High  School  is  entering  its  twenty 
second  year.  To  date,  we  have  graduated  5,386  students  from  a  regular  day 
school. 

The  enrollment  for  the  Evening  School  from  our  community:  40 
The  October  1,  1993  Day  School  Enrollment: 


Girls 
2 
3 
6 
2 

Total  —  47 

1994  Graduates  —  9 

The  cost  to  your  community  for  the  school  year  1993-1994  was 
$235,974.00. 

Respectfully  yours, 

Paul  M.  Tucker,  Merrimac  Representative 
Karen  Sarkisian  Prentice,  Superintendent/Director 


Boys 


Grade  9  9 

Grade  10  6 

Grade  11  9 

Grade  12  10 
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Annual  Report 

of  the 

Merrimac  Town  Accountant 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen, 


Enclosed  herewith  is  the  Accountant  Report  for  Fiscal  1 994.  I  want  to  thank 
you  for  your  cooperation  during  the  year  and  the  assistance  you  have 
rendered  me. 

Respectfully  Submitted, 

David  Hitchcock,  Town  Accountant 
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DETAILED  STATEMENT  OF  APPROPRIATIONS  AND  EXPENDITURES  GENERAL  FUND 
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LONG  TERM  DEBT 


AMOUNT  TO  RE  PROVIDED 

97-1996-000  TOR  PAYMENTS  OF  BONDS  8,700,653.00 
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Annual  Report 

of  the 

Merrimac  Public  Library 

The  Board  of  Trustees  presents  to  the  citizens  of  Merrimac  their  one 
hundred  and  eighteenth  annual  report  for  the  year  ending  December  31, 
1994. 

Foremost,  we  would  like  to  sincerely  thank  the  tax  payers,  town  meeting 
voters,  and  the  members  of  the  Finance  Committee  for  restoring  our  library 
budget  back  up  to  where  it  should  have  been  without  the  cuts  incurred 
during  the  fiscal  crises  of  FY  1992  and  FY  1993.  The  added  funds  have 
been  used,  in  part,  to  help  restore  hours  (now  back  to  37  per  week)  and 
expand  services. 

Expansion  of  the  library’s  physical  facilities  became  a  priority  item  when 
the  legislature  made  available  45  million  dollars  in  library  construction 
grant  money.  For  some  time  now,  the  limited  space  provided  by  our 
beautiful  but  small  1930  building  (donated  by  our  esteemed  benefactor, 
Thomas  H.  Hoyt)  has  cramped  library  services.  More  space  is  needed  to 
accommodate  the  town’s  expanding  population.  Space  for  computer 
applications,  staff  work  area,  shelves  for  an  ever  growing  collection,  and 
meeting  rooms  for  group  programs  as  well  as  adequate  parking  are  all 
needed.  Passage  of  the  Americans  with  Disabilities  Act  means  the  library 
also  needs  to  address  the  important  issue  of  handicap  access. 

The  Massachusetts  Public  Library  Construction  Program  will  expend  the 
45  million  dollars  during  a  two  year  cycle,  1 994- 1 996.  Most  of  the  qualified 
projects  will  receive  50%  reimbursment  from  the  grant  program.  A  limiting 
feature  to  the  Construction  Program,  however,  is  the  requirement  that  if  a 
town  receives  a  grant  for  planning  they  may  not  also  receive  a  grant  for 
construction.  Therefore,  after  a  large  public  meeting  in  early  December, 
the  Trustees,  Friends  of  the  Library,  Selectmen  and  Finance  Committee 
agreed  to  ask  the  town  to  underwrite  the  feasibility  study  and  schematic 
plans  in  order  to  apply  for  a  Construction  Grant  in  the  second  round.  The 
1 995  annual  town  meeting  will  vote  on  this  issue. 

The  monies  for  a  LSCA  Grant  awarded  in  1993  were  not  received  until 
January  of  1994.  The  project  was  entitled  “Enhancing  Reference  Services 
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for  Young  Adults”.  Much  of  the  grant  money  was  used  to  purchase 
CD-ROMS  for  our  Novell  network  and  additional  reference  materials. 

Several  individuals  and  organizations  made  important  contributions  during 
the  year.  A  bequest  from  the  estate  of  Catherine  Crane  in  the  amount  of 
$  1 ,000  was  given  to  be  spent  on  materials  for  the  Children’s  Room.  Monies 
from  the  Ruth  Parker  Memorial  Fund  were  used  to  buy  a  collection  of  books 
on  tape.  A  grant  from  the  Arts  Lottery  Council  allowed  for  the  purchase  of 
a  pass  to  the  Museum  of  Science  which  has,  again,  proven  to  be  very  much 
in  demand.  The  Merrimac  Lions  Club  donated  12  videos  (with  voice-over 
descriptions  of  movie  action)  designed  for  people  who  are  visually 
impaired.  Several  other  individuals  donated  books  in  memory  of  loved 
ones. 

Finally,  we  must  recognize  the  Friends  of  the  Library  for  all  they  have  done. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Jeffrey  W.  Hoyt,  Chairman 

Merrimac  Public  Library  Board  of  Trustees 

Linda  Claeys,  20  Little  Pond  Road 
Susan  M.  Cobum,  42  River  Road 
Yvonne  Daniels  Cosgrove,  3  Forest  Street 
Jeffrey  W.  Hoyt,  74  Birch  Meadow  Road 
Joy  Kimball,  32  Grove  Street 
Rick  Pinciaro,  3  Union  Street 


Term  Expires  1995 
Term  Expires  1997 
Term  Expires  1996 
Term  Expires  1995 
Term  Expires  1996 
Term  Expires  1997 


LIBRARY  STATISTICS  for  1994 


CIRCULATION 

ADULTS 

JUVENILE 

SUBTOTAL 

TOTAL 

Books/Periodicals 

21,397 

17,232 

38,629 

Audio/Visual 

3,021 

1,973 

4,994 

43,623 

Acquisitions 

Purchased 

1,008 

701 

1,709 
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Donations 

173 

13 

189 

1,898 

WITHDRAWN 

Books 

748 

632 

1,380 

Nonprint 

17 

39 

56 

1,436 

INVENTORY 

Books 

17,671 

11,803 

29,474 

Periodicals 

68 

6 

74 

Videos 

403 

48 

451 

Audio 

272 

12 

284 

Multi-Media 

103 

103 

Computer  Programs 

5 

3 

8 

(in  library  use) 

30,110 

Loan  to 

Interlibrary  loan 

378 

Borrowed  from 

Interlibrary  loan 

558 

Supplementary 

Deposit  Center 

435 

Total  Active  Patron 

2,871 

We  held  72  morning  story  hours  and  6  PJ  story  hours,  along  with  6  special 
family  programs  and  accommodated  public  meetings  5  times. 

Carole  McCarthy,  Director 
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Actions  Taken  at  Special  Town  Meeting  on  May  2, 1994 

ARTICLE  1.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  available  funds 
a  sum  of  money  for  Snow  and  Washout  Emergency;  or  take  any  other  action 
relative  thereto.  Passed  $27,100.00 

ARTICLE  2.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  available  funds 
a  sum  of  money  for  Lights  in  Town  Buildings;  or  take  any  other  action 
relative  thereto.  Passed  $6,000.00 

ARTICLE  3.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  available  funds 
a  sum  of  money  to  pay  F.I.C.A.  Town,s  Share;  or  take  any  other  action 
relative  thereto.  Passed  $3,000.00 

ARTICLE  4.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  available  funds 
a  sum  of  money  to  pay  for  Unemployment  Expense;  or  take  any  other  action 
relative  thereto.  Tabled 

ARTICLE  5.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  available  funds 
a  sum  of  money  to  pay  for  Essex  county  Retirement;  or  take  any  other  action 
relative  thereto.  Passed  $2,716.00 

ARTICLE  6.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  available  Chapter 
90  Highway  Funds,  a  sum  of  money  for  construction,  repair  and 
improvement  in  FY94;  or  take  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Passed  $69,907.13 

ARTICLE  7.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  available  funds 
a  sum  of  money  to  pay  for  utilities  for  the  Sewer  Department;  or  take  any 

other  action  relative  thereto.  Passed  $6,000.00 

ARTICLE  8.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  available  funds 
a  sum  of  money  to  pay  for  Excise  Tax  Processing;  or  take  any  other  action 
relative  thereto.  Passed  $5,350.00 

ARTICLE  9.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  available  funds 
a  sum  of  money  from  Assessor’s  Reserve  Account  to  Assessor’s  Reval 
Account  to  hire  Patriot’s  Properties  to  do  recertification  work  on 
commercial  properties;  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Passed  $6,000.00 
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Actions  Taken  at  Annual  Town  Meeting  May  2, 1994 
continued  on  June  20, 1994 


ARTICLE  1 .  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  fix  the  salary  and  compensation 
of  all  elective  officers  of  the  Town  as  provided  by  Massachusetts  General 
Laws,  Chapter  41,  Section  108  as  amended:  Moderator,  Town  Clerk,  Three 
Selectmen,  Three  Assessors,  Treasurer,  Tax  Collector,  Tree  Warden,  Three 
Commissioners  of  Municipal  Light,  Three  Water  Commissioners,  Three 
Sewer  Commissioners,  and  raise,  appropriate  or  transfer  sums  of  money 
therefore  and  to  determine  sums  of  money  to  be  raised,  or  transferred  to 
defray  the  necessary  and  usual  charges  and  expenses  of  the  Town  for  the 
Fiscal  Year  commencing  July  1 , 1994  and  make  appropriations  for  the  same, 
said  sums  of  money  so  raised,  appropriated  or  transferred  to  be  expended 
for  specific  purposes  to  be  voted:  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  2.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  available  funds 
a  sum  of  money  from  the  Electric  Light  Operating  Balance,  said  money  to 
be  used  by  the  Assessors  with  the  estimated  receipts  to  fix  the  tax  rate  for 
the  fiscal  year  commencing  July  1,  1994;  or  take  any  other  action  relative 
thereto.  Passed  $10,000.00 

ARTICLE  3.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  available  funds 
a  sum  of  money  from  the  sale  of  Cemetery  lots,  such  sum  or  part  thereof, 
to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  cemetery  trustees  for  the  “Care, 
Improvement,  and  Embellishment:  of  said  cemeteries,  according  to 
Massachusetts  General  Laws,  Chapter  114,  Section  14  and  Section  25;  or 
take  any  other  action  relative  thereto.  Passed  $  1 , 1 00.00 

ARTICLE  4.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer 
from  available  funds  a  sum  of  money  to  be  used  for  the  operation  and 
maintenance  of  the  Sanitary  Landfill  for  Fiscal  Year  1995;  or  take  any  other 
action  relative  thereto.  Passed  $100,000.00 

ARTICLE  5.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or 
transfer  form  available  funds  a  sum  of  money  to  pay  engineering  services 
for  supervision  and  inspection  of  sanitary  landfill  for  the  fiscal  year 
commencing  July  1,  1994;  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Passed  $21,600.00 
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ARTICLE  6.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  a  sum  of  money  for  the  reserve  fund  for 
appropriation  for  revaluation;  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Passed  $5,000.00 

ARTICLE  7.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  a  sum  of  money  to  expended  by  the  Board  of 
Assessors  to  perform  duties  and  incur  expenses  relating  to  any  equalization 
or  revaluation  of  the  Town;  to  authorize  the  Board  of  Assessors  to  hire 
themselves  at  the  rate  of  $10.00  per  hour  and  to  hire  such  necessary 
assistance  as  the  Board  of  Assessors  may  deem  necessary  or  convenient;  or 
take  any  other  action  relative  thereto.  Passed  $6,000.00 

ARTICLE  8.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Board  of 
Assessors  to  use  a  sum  of  money  from  available  balances  and  from  “FREE 
CASH”  in  the  treasury  toward  the  reduction  of  the  tax  rate  for  the  fiscal  year 
commencing  July  1,  1994;  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Tabled 

ARTICLE  9.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  a  sum  of  money  to  pay  for  costs  relative  to 
closure  of  the  Sanitary  Landfill;  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Passed  $20,000.00 

ARTICLE  10.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  a  sum 
of  money  to  purchase  a  tractor  for  use  by  the  Playground  Commission;  or 
take  any  other  action  relative  thereto.  Passed  $  1 5,000.00 

ARTICLE  1 1.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  a  sum 
of  money  to  purchase  a  computer  system  for  the  Senior  Center;  or  take  any 
other  action  relative  thereto.  Passed  $2,000.00 

ARTICLE  12.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  a  sum 
of  money  to  purchase  a  computer  system  for  the  Town  Accountant;  or  take 
any  other  action  relative  thereto.  Passed  $  1 8,000.00 

ARTICLE  13.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  a  sum 
of  money  to  pay  for  Inspections  for  the  Sewer  Department;  or  take  any  other 
actin  relative  thereto.  Passed  $2,000.00 
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ARTICLE  14.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  Sewer  Capital 
Development  Fund,  a  sum  of  money  to  pay  for  Principal  Belt  I;  or  take  any 
other  action  relative  thereto.  Passed  $20,000.00 

ARTICLE  15.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  form  Sewer  Capital 
Development  Fund,  a  sum  of  money  to  pay  for  Principal  Belt  II;  or  take  any 
other  actions  relative  thereto.  Passed  $15,000.00 

ARTICLE  16.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Treasurer,  with 
the  approval  of  the  Selectmen  to  borrow  $97,000  in  State  House  notes  for 
a  period  not  to  exceed  five  years,  to  be  used  for  multi-purpose  to  include: 
Sewer  Department  Safety  Equipment,  Phase  II  Sludge  Storage  Pad,  Major 
Process  Equipment  Replacements;  or  take  any  other  actions  relative  thereto. 

Passed  $97,000.00 

ARTICLE  1 7.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  a  sum 
of  money  to  pushers  materials  and  build  platforms  at  the  recycling  center; 
or  take  any  other  actions  relative  thereto.  Passed  $1,500.00 

ARTICLE  1 8.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  a  sum 
of  money  for  the  Recycling  Committee  to  collect  and  dispose  of  household 
hazardous  wastes;  or  take  any  other  actions  relative  thereto. 

Passed  $8,000.00 

ARTICLE  19.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  to  Town  By-laws- 
Article  IV  Section  XIII,  Paragraph  III  to  read,  effective  7-1-94,  to  read: 
The  Town  will  pay  longevity  pay  in  the  amount  of  $200.00  per  year  after 
the  fifth  year,  $250.00  per  year  after  the  tenth  year,  $300.00  per  year  after 
the  fifteenth  year,  and  $350  every  year  after  twenty  years;  or  take  any  other 
actions  relative  thereto.  Passed 

ARTICLE  20.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  a  sum  of  money  from 
Water  Capital  Improvement  Fund  for  the  Implementation  of  an  operations 
and  maintenance  manual  for  the  water  department  as  required  by  DEP;  or 
take  any  other  action  relative  thereto.  Passed  $5,000.00 

ARTICLE  2 1 .  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  Water  Capital 
Improvement  Fund  a  sum  of  money  to  be  expended  by  the  Board  of  Water 
Commissioners  for  the  upgrade  of  the  wellfield  at  East  Main  Street;  or  take 
any  other  actions  relative  thereto.  Passed  $6,000.00 
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ARTICLE  22.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  Water  Capital 
Improvement  Fund  a  sum  of  money  to  be  expended  by  the  Board  of  Water 
Commissioners  for  the  exploration  of  new  well  sources;  or  take  any  other 
actions  relative  thereto.  Passed  $10,000.00 

ARTICLE  23.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  Water  Capital 
Improvement  Fund  a  sum  of  money  to  be  expended  by  the  Board  of  Water 
Commissioners  to  purchase  chemical  feed  pumps;  or  take  any  other  actions 
relative  thereto.  Passed  $3,200.00 

ARTICLE  24.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  Water  Capital 
Improvement  Fund  a  sum  of  money  to  develop  a  Water  System  Contingency 
Plan;  or  take  any  other  actions  relative  thereto.  Passed  $6,000 

ARTICLE  25.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  Water  Capital 
Improvement  Fund  a  sum  of  money  to  study  the  possibility  of  connecting 
to  the  Water  System  of  another  town;  or  take  any  other  actions  relative 
thereto.  Passed  $6,000.00 

ARTICLE  26.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  MGL,  Chapter  148, 
Section  26E,  Local  Option  for  Smoke  Detectors  In  Private  Dwellings;  or 
take  any  other  actions  relative  thereto.  Passed 

ARTICLE  27.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  MGL,  Chapter  148, 
Section  26- 1 ,  Sprinkler  Systems  In  New  Construction  In  Its  Entirety;  or  take 
any  other  actions  relative  thereto.  Passed 

ARTICLE  28.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  a  sum 
of  money  to  purchase  a  Dump  Truck  for  the  Highway  Department;  or  take 
any  other  actions  relative  thereto.  Passed  $35,000.00 

ARTICLE  29.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  a  sum 
of  money  to  purchase  a  Pickup  Truck  for  the  Highway  Department;  or  take 
any  other  actions  relative  thereto.  Passed  $22,000.00 

ARTICLE  30.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  a  sum 
of  money  to  pushers  a  Police  Cruiser  for  the  Police  Department;  or  take  any 
other  actions  relative  thereto.  Passed  $18,000.00 

ARTICLE  3 1 .  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  a  sum 
of  money  to  purchase  six  Scott  Air  Packs  for  the  Fire  Department;  or  take 
any  other  actions  relative  thereto.  Passed  $  1 2,000.00 
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ARTICLE  32.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  change  the  position  of  Town 
Treasurer  in  its  bylaws,  form  an  elected  to  an  appointed  position;  or  take 
any  other  actions  relative  thereto.  Defeated 

ARTICLE  33.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  the  governing 
authority  of  the  Emery  Street  field  known  as  “Carriage  Town  Park  from  the 
Board  of  Selectment  to  the  Playground  Commission,  for  the  purpose  of 
building  and  maintaining  a  permanent  ballfield  and  soccer  field  (with 
parking)  as  shown  on  a  plan  drawn  by  W.C.  Cammett  Inc.  Engineers;  or 
take  any  other  actions  relative  thereto.  Passed 


ARTICLE  34.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  Woodland  Street 
Extension  and  related  utilities  as  an  approved  street;  or  take  any  other 
actions  relative  thereto.  Tabled 

ARTICLE  35.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  take  by  Eminent  Domain  the 
land  formerly  owned  by  William  and  Verna  Bridges  and  any  other  vacant 
land  between  there  and  the  Town  Forest,  to  be  added  to  the  Town  Forest  for 
its  protection  and  preservation;  or  take  any  other  actions  relative  thereto. 

Tabled 

ARTICLE  36.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  the  Town  bylaws, 
Article  V,  Section  V  to  read  as  follows:  Any  person  who  deposits  snow  or 
water,  or  causes  snow  or  water  to  be  deposited  or  pumped  from  private 
property  onto  a  public  way  shall  be  subject  to  a  fine  of  $50.00;  or  take  any 
other  actions  relative  thereto.  Passed 

ARTICLE  37.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  approve  a  Cross-Connection 
Program;  or  take  any  other  actions  relative  thereto.  Passed 

ARTICLE  38.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  approve  a  Water  Supply 
Protection  District  Bylaw;  or  take  any  other  actions  relative  thereto.  Passed 

ARTICLE  39.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  ratify  and  confirm  the  action 
taken  under  Article  I  of  the  warrant  for  the  June  21,  1993  Special  Town 
Meeting,  whereby  the  Town  voted  to  appropriate  and  authorize  the 
borrowing  of  an  additional  $879,800  for  the  Helen  R.  Donaghue  School 
building  project;  or  take  any  other  actions  relative  thereto.  Tabled 
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Action  Taken  at  Special  Town  Meeting  June  20,  1994 

ARTICLE  1 .  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  approve  compensation  for 
the  services  of  the  Merrimac  representatives  to  the  Pentucket  Regional 
School  Committee.  The  sum  of  FOUR  THOUSAND  DOLLARS  ($4,000), 
$  1 ,000  for  each  member  to  be  appropriated  each  fiscal  year  in  the  Pentucket 
Regional  School  District  Budget;  or  take  any  other  actions  relative  thereto. 

Passed 


Action  Taken  at  Special  Town  Meeting  December  5, 1994 

ARTICLE  1.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Board  of 
Assessors  to  use  a  sum  of  money  from  available  balances  and  from  “FREE 
CASH”  in  the  treasury  toward  reduction  of  the  tax  rate  for  the  fiscal  year 
commencing  July  1,  1994;  or  take  any  other  actions  relative  thereto. 

Passed  $200,000.00 
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